












WEST END BRIDGE CLUB  
 
 
 
 
Opening Lead Observations 
 
I have been asked to jot down a few thoughts on Opening Leads. 
Undeterred by the fact that there are whole books on this       
subject, I’ll have a go. The Opening Lead is the one card of the 
52 that has to be played without a sight of  Dummy.  It can strike 
gold, or it can be disastrous. 
     With this in mind, it’s worthwhile for the Opening Leader to 
review whether he or she should adopt an aggressive or a safe 
strategy.  Generally speaking, if your opponents have bid quick-
ly and smoothly to their contract, it looks like you may have to 
win your tricks fast;  if the bidding has been rather laborious, 
you may need not need to give anything away with your opening 
lead, and play (hopefully) safe.  
 
A) If  you’re lucky enough to hold the A K against a suit con-

tract, lead the Ace—and you get a free look at Dummy’s 
cards.  You can continue with the King, or switch the suit 
as need be. 

B) If  you have a nice sequence, such as Q,J,10 or J,10,9, 
lead the top card and you start the process of winkling out 
the higher cards.  This has the advantage of being both 
aggressive and safe. 

C) Lead a singleton against a trump contract so that you are 
left with a void and can trump the second round. 

D) When not  to lead a singleton.  When you have a useful 
trump suit holding yourself.  Reason—it’s better to    
establish your partnership’s suit, and exhaust Declarer for 
trumps. 

E) If  your Partner has bid a suit, PLEASE LEAD IT! Not 
just to promote partnership confidence, but because suits 
are generally best led up to rather than away from.  
Which card? It used to be always the highest, but now it’s 
considered better to keep, say, a King in reserve to deal 
with a high card in Declarer’s hand. N.B. E) overrides all 
other opening leads. 

F) Against a No Trump contract, lead the 4th best of your 
longest suit. The only lead that beats this is the top of a 
sequence of three cards. 

G) A much-neglected Opening Lead is a Trump.  You 
should do this whenever you suspect Dummy has a short 
suit, or there is a cross-ruff impending. 

H) The Lightner Slam Double. Invented by Theodor Light-
ner, this asks Partner to make an UNUSUAL Opening 
Lead in a suit contract.  This is usually based on the   
Doubler having a void suit.  

 
Please ring Kay Moulton on 01372 464775 if you would like to 
join our friendly club. Meetings every Tuesday afternoon at 
1.30pm. Chicago once a month.                        Clive Craigmile 

WINTERDOWN WI  
 

Winterdown WI has had a quiet summer. Our Vice President 
Marion Ford stepped into the breach and presided over the July 
meeting, when speaker Kenneth Bare gave a talk about the 
Surrey Hills. He inspired such a lot of enthusiasm that I am 
sure the walkers amongst us will be off to do some exploring 
very soon. 
     Our August meeting was held in St Georges Church. The 
Rector, Stefan Collier, kindly allowed us to use the church as 
there were to be renovations to the Village Hall at the begin-
ning of the month. It was a very apt setting for our speaker 
Janet Matthews whose talk was about the history of the build-
ing of Guildford Cathedral. 
     An outing to see ‘The Girls’ at the Phoenix theatre proved 
to be very enjoyable. It seems that 10 ladies of a certain age 
travelling together on a London bus caused a bit of a stir and a 
very jolly lady ticket inspector spent the journey teasing us. 
     Some members had a day out to visit Petworth House.  
There was a bit of a hiccup before we set off as the driver was 
unable to open the door of the coach. However that was soon 
sorted out and we all settled ourselves for the journey only to 
find the door would not close. Faced with the prospect of a 
very draughty journey we all voted to carry on but, after driv-
ing for a short distance we went over a bump and miraculously 
the door shut. We had an enjoyable day exploring the house, 
listening to a talk about Henry V111 and about his portrait (a 
copy) hanging in one of the rooms. Then in the afternoon, by 
special arrangement, we were taken on a tour of some of the 
bedrooms. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our speaker this month failed 
to turn up on time and after 
speculation as to what might 
have befallen him we decided 
to carry on without the talk. 
However just as the WI busi-
ness had been completed he 
arrived, very apologetic as his 
car had broken down and he 
had walked through most of 
Esher to get to us. After     
reviving him with tea and  
biscuits he went on to give a 
very interesting and informa-
tive talk entitled ‘In the foot-
steps of the Shoguns’ (Behind the sleek modern Japan another 
world of tradition, religious rites and warlords). 
Coming up: 
October 5th: Margaret Arnott ‘National Garden Scheme’ 
November 2nd: Annual Meeting – Social meeting 
December 7th: Christmas Meeting – Social meeting 
Winterdown WI meet on the first Thursday of the month at 
8.00pm in West End Village Hall.  Visitors are always very 
welcome.   Contact: Secretary, nn Tennant on 01372 466725  
     

Report & Photos: Caroline Thyer 

Left: Henry VIII   
 
 
 
Below: the 
magnificent  
staircase at  
Petworth House 

NEWBOULD &  SONS 
1 Church Street 

Esher Surrey 
KT10 8QS 

Tel : 01372 465574 
Web :  

www.jrnewbouldandsons.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN  FRENCH  
LANGUAGE,  LIFE  AND CULTURE? 

 If  so, do come to West End Village Hall to listen to care-
fully selected speakers talking in French on a variety of 
topics. 
     Talks take place monthly from October to June on the 
third Wednesday of the month except December when it 
is the second Wednesday. They start at 8.00pm, last for an 
hour and are usually attended by 60/70 members of the 
Cercle and visitors whose ability in the French language 
varies from the fairly basic to the completely fluent. 
     *Relaxed and friendly atmosphere  *Free coffee and 
biscuits from 7.00pm *Only £5 per talk or £30 for the 
whole season. 
Opportunities to improve your French at language work-
shops. 
 For further information or our complete programme, please 
contact: 

*Brigitte Tiller on 01932 860842 or   
  brigitte@ptiller.com  or 

*Cavan Taylor on 01932 864258 or                                    
cavan.taylor@btopenworld.com or 

*Visit  our website:                          
www.dontyzack.care4free.net/cercle.html    

  

 

 
WALSHAM  WEIR  AND LOCK  

RIPLEY  
 

The lock  on the River Wey Navigation dates back to the Seventeenth 
Century and thus to the early part of English canal history. With the 
water roaring over the weir, and with a neat cottage and footbridge 
alongside the lock, it is a good place to pause on a walk along the tow-
path, take some photos, or simply absorb the atmosphere. 
 
The lock keepers cottage is the only fully manned facility on the Wey 
navigation. It is also the main weir downstream of Guildford.       
 

                  Photo: Don Tyzack  
 

  
 
 
 

 
West End Films screens foreign language, indie and black and white 
classic films from September to May. 
 
     Films are screened at West End Village Hall. Doors open at 7pm 
and all films start at 7.30pm. No need to pre-book a seat – just turn up 
on the night but please join our mailing list first. You are welcome to 
bring along your own drinks. 
     Membership costs £10 per season with no additional costs to pay. 
Members may bring a guest to a film for £5.  
      Our website gives dates and details of the current season, plus a 
summary of previous films that we have screened.  
 

http://www.westendfilms.co.uk 
 
This is our 20th season, and includes the screening our 100th film, Da-
vid Lean’s black and white classic Great Expectations. Other films this 
season include Tabu, a Portuguese film shot largely in Mozambique; 
The Page Turner, a French gripping psychological thriller; Captain 
Phillips, a tense dramatisation of a real-life highjacking off the        
Somalia coast; and Captain Fantastic, an off-beat film about a family 
living off-grid in Washington State and having to adjust to life in the 
real world. 
 
Join us for our first film of the new season on 24th September at 
7:00pm in the Village Hall 

Robin Crane westendfilms@btinternet.com 

WEST END FILMS  100TH FILM!  

“SCULPTED  BY 
NATURE IN 
WEST END’S 
WOODS” 
 
This quite  
remarkable picture 
was captured whilst 
on a walk through 
the woods.  
 
You can clearly see 
the impression of a 
man’s face—the 
eyes, nose and 
mouth!  

 
 

Colin Pendry 
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HOME COOKING  
by ELIZABETH 

(est. 1986) 
Bespoke Caterers of Formal  

and Informal Events 
All types of events can be catered for in the delightful Village Hall in West 
End.  Christenings, Memorial, Weddings, Children's parties and lots of other          
occasions. As part of our service we are happy to set up and clear up  
the hall to provide you with a complete service without stress.  
We are happy to bespoke our menus and create your own menus.  
We also cater in private homes as well as many venues 
in Surrey and beyond. 
Please note our new address:  The Showroom Wyvern 
House, 2 Church Road, Great Bookham (opposite the 
old shop).   
Telephone:  01372 453206   Mobile: 07712 760175   
email: etreliving@aol.com  
Visit our site at: www.homecookingdirect.co.uk 

 
 
 
 

 
West End Playgroup 

& Forest School. 
For children from 2 to 5 years 

.www.westendplaygroup.org.uk 

Tel: 01372 469157 

 

 
VILLAGE NEWS WEST END  
Please make a diary note of the  

Christmas 2017 Edition Copy Date:  
Friday  17th November 2017 

If you wish to advertise, send in an article or photographs 
for the Christmas 2017 Edition please contact 

Angela Stockbridge   
Email: angelastockbridge1115@gmail.com   

Tel: 07817 498531 or 01372 460703 
The Village News is supported by local organisations 
including: the West End Village Club, The West End 

Summer Show Committee,  Garsons, Winterdown WI, 
Richard Gale, Independent Advertisers and personal do-

nations.  The newsletter is printed by Impress Print     
Services,  Hersham and Garsons.  

We thank you all for your continued support. 
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