








WALTON ASTRONOMY GROUP

Should you happen across a small group of people setting up
telescopes on the green in West End on a Thursday evening,
the chances are you have stumbled across a meeting of WAGs.
Not, as you may think, England’s ‘“Wives and Girlfriends’, but
the Walton Astronomy Group who have adopted the village as
our local meeting and observing point. We have been running
for a number of years, starting out based at Esher Rugby Club,
but now preferring the slightly darker skies and good Southern
horizon to be found on the Green. We meet every month, nor-
mally on a Thursday and sometimes for special events such as
the partial lunar eclipse which happened in July.

WAG is a motley crew of around 10 active members, with
an ethos which is all about encouraging interest in the hobby
for new starters and engaging in practical astronomy whether it
is observing or imaging, rather than attending lectures to
discuss the theory. If it is cloudy, then we still meet, but enjoy a
pint in the Prince of Wales. We range in experience from com-
plete newbies to old lags with 20 plus years in the hobby and
have scopes anywhere from 2.5 up to 16” in diameter which
are capable of showing amazing sights, particularly under dark
skies. We do venture down to near Bignor on the South Downs
every now and then to experience this, but it is a long trip
which can be tough on the return at 2am so we often prefer the
convenience of the village.

Being close to Heathrow and London, you might think that
there would be little to see even from the relatively controlled
lighting of West End, but that is far from the case. Other than
the Moon, obviously, the planets Jupiter and Saturn can be
clearly seen currently, in fact if you look towards the South
South West at around 8pm you will see a bright ‘star’, which is
in fact Jupiter. With binoculars you should be able to see sever-
al of the moons which orbit around the planet. Saturn can also
be seen as a fainter object due South. Through our telescopes,
detail can be seen on the surface of Jupiter, and the lovely rings
around Saturn are amazing sight to see, something you will not
forget in a hurry.

Objects beyond our solar system can also be seen when the
Moon is not lighting the skies. Within our galaxy there are ex-
otic sounding objects such as globular clusters, basically huge
balls of tens of thousands of stars, more delicate nebulae which
are shells of gas thrown off aging stars, or clouds of dust and
gas in star forming regions. Further away are the galaxies,
millions of light years away, but visible through our scopes.
We are also fortunate enough to have two members who have
night vision equipment which allows incredible views of these
distant objects in spite of the light pollution.

So, whether you are winding your way back across the
green from the cricket club after a few pints, or taking the dog
out for an evening walk, please do
come and say hello, and have a look
through the scopes. We will be only
too happy to show you whatever we
happen to be looking at and have a
chat.
www.waltonastrogroup.co.uk
You can also find us on Facebook -
Walton Astronomy Group

Stuart Davis (Chairman)

THE TRAVELLERS RETURN!
Katie Fernandes captured this image of the Cricket Club roller
being towed out of West End pond following the shocking and
reckless behaviour of youths from the travellers’ encampment
who illegally parked on the green once again and who drove it
into the pond. Malcolm Parsons from Garsons came to the
rescue with his tractor, whilst many very angry residents did
their best to help to retrieve the situation. The Bailiffs and
Police arrived and travellers were promptly evicted.

Here at West End Playgroup we have enjoyed a fun packed
summer term finishing off with the sports event and flower
stall at the West End Flower show. Our last term saw us
enjoying some lovely nature walks and Forest School sessions
in our beautiful local surroundings. The children also spent a
good deal of time zooming around on bikes in our outside
area, creating some amazing craft items and much more. The
children have enjoyed learning through their play and we
have enjoyed teaching them collaboration skills, creative
thinking and how to share. All the skills needed to afford
them a smooth transition into school life.

It was a positive yet sad time for the practitioners as we
said goodbye to some of our little charges back in July. We
emotionally invest in these super little people, but realise that
they have to start school, and are confident their time with us
has given them the tools they need to move on successfully.
We shall miss them and wish them and their parents the very
best on their onward journeys.

We hope you all had a happy and safe summer holiday and
it is now time to welcome back the children staying with us
and offer a hearty welcome to the new children joining us this
autumn term. We also look forward to seeing anyone who is
looking for a nursery place so please call us on 01372 469157
or email westendplaygrou mail.com to book a time to
have a look at our fun loving and nurturing environment.

Article: Jo Weston-Jones
Photo: Rebecca Jane Callaby
The team at West End Playgroup.




WEST END VILLAGE SHOW BASKS IN
WONDERFUL BANK HOLIDAY WEATHER

Our milestone 65™ Village Show was celebrated in the most
glorious hot sunshine on Saturday 24™ August. Quite a
scorcher! A number of visitors commented that it was one of
the best shows they had attended, especially for the welcoming
village atmosphere.

The Flower Show marquee looked inviting and colourful
as ever with a calm, relaxed atmosphere inside. It’s always
pleasing to see familiar entrants and to welcome those new to
the Show as well.
Despite having to
contend with record
heat, torrential rains
and turbulent winds
this summer, many of _|
our regular exhibitors
and a record number
of newcomers found
enough fruit, vegeta-
bles and flowers to
display making one
of the best spectacles over the past five years and a dramatic
increase on last year’s numbers. A few new names were
worthy cup winners and the judges once again praised the
quality of exhibits on show, particularly in the floral art
arrangements, the handicrafts and in the cookery and preserves
classes.

Outside on the green, there was a huge array of entertainment
for all ages in the Side Shows. Despite the heat, the bungee
trampolines, giant inflatable slide and swing boats were popular
with our younger visitors. We were delighted to see the
Shetland ponies again, and people seemed keen to give them a
pat and to take advantage of the shade. For those of us who are
a little older, the Prosecco stall provided a welcome opportunity
for liquid refreshment. It was also good to see the Prince of
Wales once again involved in the Show. Its new manager,
Paul, brought along some deck chairs and gin, a popular
combination! Further temptation was provided by the delicious
food offered by Baker and Cook. The bookstall was inundated
by donations of books and by customers. And the Coconut shy
and Smash-a-Plate once again proved that visitors to the show,
young and old, do love throwing things!

The Tug-of-war was won decisively by the village team
with a clean sweep over the green shirts of Garsons.

The busy Arts & Crafts marquee at the Village Show proved
to be an oasis of cool in the scorching heat. Many of the artists
and crafters have been selling at the show for years — ‘we
wouldn’t keep coming if we didn’t love being here,” one was
heard to say. Always the place to buy wonderful gifts, the
crafts ranged from jewellery through to pet portraits, ceramics,
clothing and papercut lightboxes. Returning local artists Lady
Anne Hunt and Rosalind Moysen never fail to support the
show, as has Colin Pendry whose sale proceeds this year were
generously donated to the Princess Alice Hospice.

Caroline Thyer won 1st Prize for
her beautifully knitted mouse.

In the Raffle we received
many comments on the quality of
prizes, so thank you to all those
local businesses and individual
supporters that provided sponsor-
ship or prizes. This year we tried a
silent auction, with eight lots that
were more service or experience

' orientated on offer for visitors to
bid on over the course of the day. Proceeds were on a par with
last year’s successful total.

With thanks to Alan from Kingston Hospital Radio who
not only provided us with musical interludes but also was
helpful in promoting both the raffle and silent auction.

The Dog Show was attended by nearly fifty dogs despite
the challenging heat for the entrants in their fur coats.

Copious amounts of water to keep them cool and treats provid-
ed by our sponsors, VOO vets, ensured no-one overheated.
Many spectators enjoyed the high standard of entries, both for
the pedigrees and the gloriously mixed breeds. An excellent
amount was raised for Hearing Dogs for Deaf People. The
"Best Sausage Catcher" was popular again this year and Best
in Show was awarded to
Reggie, a Kooikerhondje
belonging to Gilly Solway
from Esher.

The hot weather ¢
seemed no dlscouragement ’ ,
to the participants in the
Children’s Sports events,
run again expertly by West
End Playgroup. The races
filled up quickly, providing
plenty excitement for
children and parents alike,
the sight of bobbing bal-
loons proving a highlight.
The fun, laughter and cheer-
ing continued without abate
for two hours. Another highlight was the siblings no age limit
three-legged race, which caused much hilarity. Overall cup
winners were Taba Schmitt, who also must take the prize for
entering the most races and our second time champion for the
boys was Rafi Gribble. Well done to you both and thank you
to everyone who took part.

David Ford displays the cups!

We were delighted to see Barrie
Davey from the Royal Hospital
Chelsea again this year and
honoured that he agreed to hand out
the prizes at the end of the day. A
stoic veteran to the end, he looked
magnificent in his red coat however
overheated he might have been
feeling!

Without the contribution of West
End villagers it would not be
possible to put on the Show. To put
it into perspective the money so
generously given in subscriptions
goes a long way towards hiring the
marquee. We are also extremely grateful to our sponsors and
advertisers seen in the programme for their significant support.
In addition to enjoying a fun-filled day it is always gratifying
to be able to donate profits to local charities and good causes.

A massive thank-you to everyone who worked so hard to
put the Show together over the course of the year and to all
our visitors who came along on the day. The preparations for
the 66™ Show start soon!

Steve Kelly, Chairman, West End Village Show
Photos: Angela Stockbridge LRPS



CLAREMONT ARTS SOCIETY

m SOCIETY

You are most welcome to our lectures on art and architecture
on the FIRST Wednesday in the month at 8.00 pm

at the Yehudi Menuhin Hall at Stoke D'Abernon KT11 3QQ
Guest Fee £5 if you mention the "West End Village News".

We also have day visits by coach to fascinating places
departing from Sandown Race Course.

Our next lecture is on the 4th September on

Peru - The Incas seen through their Art and Textiles.

The Incas rose to power after Ad 1200 but they were the last in a
long line of cultures producing some of the finest textiles in the
history of the world which have been preserved by the desert for
well over 2,000 years.

The following lecture is on 2nd October on The Norman
Conquest.

The Normans invaded England, not to civilize, but to

seize. There followed an orgy of building including castles
churches, monasteries and cathedrals which all but effaced the
fabric of Saxon England.

In October we will visit Syon House and Gardens and in
November we will have a guided tour of the Guildhall Art
Glenyce Alexander

Gallery and the Temple of Mithras.

The Guildhall Art Gallery. Photo: Dee De glanville

For further information please contact Marigold Haworth
marigoldhaworth@googlemail.com 07814 966386

VILLAGE NEWS MEETING
The Village News team will be inviting volunteers and those
who support and contribute to the publication and delivery of the
newsletter to meet and discuss any new ideas or suggestions on
how we can improve the newsletter, e.g. more and more news is
being received and space has been at a premium in recent issues.
Therefore, the need to keep reports concise and to the point is
important. In an earlier issue the idea of emailing the newsletter
to recipients was suggested, but not one reply was received.
The matter was raised again recently.

We would also like to use this opportunity to thank you
for all your support. A date for a meeting will be arranged in the
Autumn and invitations will be sent out in due course.
Refreshments will also be provided.

ACKNOWLEGEMENT
We wish to thank Mrs Sheila Dowling for her very kind donation
on behalf of her late father, Tony Johns.
You will remember a very nice obituary to Tony was written in
our Summer newsletter. Tony was always very generous and
frequently sent donations to cover the cost of postage and was
always delighted to receive the newsletter,

Tony was one of the previous residents who attended the 1940s
Reunion organised some years ago in the Village Hall following
the publication of a photograph in the Esher News in the 1940s
featuring of a group of West End children at the Victory Party.

THE RARE STARFRUIT

RETURNS!

The starfruit was last seen in 2014, and the good news is that
although it was in quite a vulnerable place it has successfully
completed its life cycle and set seed which hopefully will result
in more Damasonium in the future.

The other news is that soon we will have our forestry
contractors back (around mid September) to continue the
woodland management over the Horseshoe Clump Area down
to The Homewood. The extraction will initially be to
Winterdown Road again.
Dave Page MCIEEM, Countryside Estates Officer
Elmbridge Borough Council

Woodland Management
Autumn 2019

This Autumn forestry contractors will be continuing their work on West

End Common in the area outlined in red on the plan, woodiand man-

agement will be within the southem part of West End Common with the
extraction of the timber to Winterdown Road. This is the second year of
thinning works across West End Common which will involve

+ Thinning 33% of the woodland canopy to improve light penetration
+ Non-nativefinvasive species control such as Turkey Oak, Laurel
and Rhododendron

+ Creation and maintenance of rides and glades

The thinning of the woodland allows light in to benefit wildiife and
amenity across West End Common. The work is part of the on-going

0 Qg across ige’s Countryside
Estate approved by the Forestry Commission and the Countryside
Consultative Group.

The works will be carried out during September to December 2019 and
will require the temporary closure of areas and access during the
works.

Elmbridge

Y 3
% Borough Council
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SAD ENDING FOR AN EGYPTIAN GOSLING
Caroline Pattenden of West End Lane, is very upset to have
to report that one of the Eygptian geese (now known to be a
gosling) was recently hit by a car and killed along West End
Lane opposite the pond. Unfortunately the geese had crossed
the road in search of food. The driver of the car involved
failed to see the gosling walking back across the road.

-
o »

The awful incident was reported to both Elmbridge Coun-
cil and the Swan Sanctuary, but sadly someone unknown had
thrown the dead bird into the pond. This was a despicable act
and very distressing for all concerned to see such cruelty.

We urge drivers to please drive with care along both
Winterdown Road and West End Lane and at the junction
when turning into Winterdown Road. Discussions about the
provision of ‘Slow Down’ signs have taken place in the past
at previous Residents’ Association meetings. Perhaps it is
time for something to be done? In the interests of the safety,
please also keep dogs on leads at all times when close to the
wildlife and pond and do not encourage the wildlife to cross
the road to feed them. Angela Stockbridge




WEST END BRIDGE CLUB

Let the Spade suit
do the spadework for you

Say your Right-Hand Opponent opens the bidding with “One Club”, and you’re looking at this
hand:-

+*44?

Q AQ10942 Your opponents are vulnerable, you are not. Would you bid with just 6 High
Card Points in your hand? If you’re thinking ‘Of course not’ this is a plea to
' 8 make you think again.
You really can afford to be quite aggressive with your overcalls if your suit
happens to be spades, Especially if the opposition bids Clubs,. Look what
‘ 9732 happens when you overcall the Club opening with One Spade, At one fell swoop
you cut out your Left-Hand Opponent’s responses of “One Diamond” and “One
52 Heart”. Your bid signals that you’re not going to let them get away with an easy
* part-score. Spades being spades, they’re going to have to bid at the two-level, if
they want to bid a suit.

Your bid more than complies with the Suit Quality Overcall Test (SQOT), where you add the number of cards in your suit
(you must have a minimum of 5) to the number of honours in that same suit. In this case, six plus three (A,Q,10). This allows
you to bid up to the level of the total tricks you are trying for, i.e. 9. So, on the hand above, you could in fact bid a highly
aggressive “3 Spades”. Whether you adopt this pre-emptive approach or go for a quieter “One Spade” is a matter of style.

At the very least, your bid has indicated a good lead for your partner. She might have a singleton spade, which would do
some fast damage. Or, if she had a few spades, say three, she could help you put up a Spade barrage. She knows you’ve got at
least 5, she’s got 3. That’s at least 8 Spades between you. So she could ‘bid to the level of the fit” and support you with “Two
Spades”.

Remember, that when your side has a fit, it’s very likely your opponents do too, Looking at the singleton Heart in your hand,
your opponents may well have a big Heart fit, Your side bidding Spades makes it harder for them to find this fit.

Our friendly Bridge Club meets every Tuesday at 1.30pm in West End Village Hall. If you’re on your own, we’ll find you a part-
ner. Ring Kay Moulton on 01372 464775 for more details. Clive Craigmile

ART EXHIBITION AT PRINCE OF WALES THE PRINCE OF WALES IS LOOKING VERY SMART
FOLLOWING ITS EXTERNAL REDECORATION

On 27th July some local artists put on an exhibition at the AND THE HANGING BASKETS ARE BEAUTIFUL!

Prince of Wales pub.

The artists showing were Anne Hunt, Janet Horne,
Janet Argent and Rosalind Moysen.

They will be showing their work again in the
Prince of Wales on
Saturday 28th September

so do come along, have a drink or a bite to eat
and enjoy the paintings!
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If you would like to exhibit your work please contact
Rosalind on 07398 291236

f , E Garsons,
Photos: Anne Hunt & Rosalind Moysen | K& Pnterdown Rd
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Alan Greenwood & Sons

Independent Family Funeral Directors

A Traditional Family Owned Local Company
Jaguar or Mercedes Hearses and Limousines
Funerals from £950

13 Molesey Road, HERSHAM,KT12 4RN
01932 260 046

Please Visit Our Website for Full Details of our other Branches and Services
www.alangreenwoodfunerals.com

West
Tel: 01372 469157
westendpla
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www.westendplaygrou

Brodie & Hickin Landscapes

Est. 1980

o Patios @ Driveways e Brickwork @ Fencing ® Ponds e Turfing
® Decking e Pergolas @ Tree Surgery e Planting Schemes
Urban Gardens to Large Estates - Fully Qualified Team - Fully Insured

We pride ourselves on being Reliable, Friendly & Efficient i ﬁ
Please call for a FREE estimate

www.bhlandscapes.co.uk * Email:info@bhlandscapes.co.uk

64 Couchmore Avenue, Esher, Surrey KT10 9AU
EEE Y |

-— FL I'

VILLAGE NEWS WEST END
Please make a diary note of the
copy dates for next two editions:
Winter: Friday 22 November
Spring 2020—March (to be confirmed)
please contact Angela Stockbridge
Email:
angelastockbridgel 115@gmail.com 07817 498531 or 01372 460703
The Village News is supported by local organisations including: the West End Village
Club, The West End Village Show Committee, Garsons, Winterdown WI, Richard
Gale, West End Village Hall Committee, The former West End Residents’ Association,
Advertisers and personal donations. The newsletter is printed by Impress Print Services
of Hersham and Garsons.
We thank you all for your continued support.

CHRISTMAS CATERING
BY ELIZABETH

Our Bowl Food parties are extremely popular at
Pre and Post Christmas Events. Great value and
also very adaptable. If you have limited space, it
works really well. A specialty party that suits all
types of entertaining. Private intimate dinning is
also a speciality, being really spoilt with your
own personal Chef and service staff. Myself and
the Home Cooking By Elizabeth Team look for-
ward to chatting to you as we

enter our 34th year of Cater-

k 4 ELIZABETH TRELIVING

HOME
COOKING |

by Blizabeth @
st 1986

Bespoke Catering Of
Formal & Informal Events

WEDDINGS

MEMORIALS

CELEBRATION PARTIES
CHRISTENINGS
CORPORATE EVENTS
HOUSE WARMING PARTIES
THEMED PARTIES

SMALL PRIVATE FUNCTIONS

DISHES AND PLATTERS

HOME COOKING BY ELIZABETH

The Showroom 1 Church Road Great Book} KTz23 3PD

T: 01372 453206  M: 07712 760175  E: ejtreliving@aol.com
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) Wheatley & Sons Limlu d
Established 1850

ESTABLISHED 1850, Tebephone « 173 P.O. KINGSTON

BRIDGE ROAD, EAST MOLESEY,
and HIGH STREET, ESHER.

WHEATLLEY & SONS,

Successors 10 ], Wheathey & Soms, Lad)

Builders, Contractors,
& House Decorators.

IGAS, HOT WATER and SANITARY ENGINEERS,
PLUMBERS, GLAZIERS, and BELL HANGERS.

Jobbing Work iption with B
Cabinet Makers, Painters, s, Glaziers,
Gi Gas and Bellfiters, &e
= ur]-tl uk = A| Beaten mll{ Lud Stoves and
1a Set. e cancd. I\u hen

: 4 & 3
HOUSE DRAINAGE & \'l-'..\"l'll-\'l'l( )N ,\ SPECIALITY.
DRAIN Tm;,AhD

14
HANSmredandadmmuptnaﬂmn
with New B

Repairs.

FUNERALS FURNISHED in best style and cond\uacd
to any part of the country. Cremations
Brasses, ‘Windows &c.

HOUSE & ESTATE AGENTS. FIRE & LIFE ASSURANCE
RENTS COLLECTED. VALUATIONS FOR ALL PURPOSES.

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Telephone 020 8979 5762
Fax: 020 8941 7388
Email:

wheatley sons(@btconnect.com



