








1034 (Surbiton & Esher) Squadron holding the Royal British Legion 
standard.                                          (Photo: Naomi Bedford) 

ARBUTUS UNEDO         
COMPACTA 

(Strawberry Tree) 
This unusual shrub was      

captured by eagle-eyed Don 
Tyzack growing by the road-
side in Horsley. The shrub is 
an evergreen with small bell-
shaped creamy-white or pink 

flowers, bearing red       
strawberry-like fruits in     

Autumn.   
 

The shrub’s name  has an 
interesting link to history (as 

you can see from Don’s     
caption) it is attributed  to      

Pliny the Elder 
(AD 23-79)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the Roman officer and      

author of  the world’s first 
encylopaedia,  

‘Natural History’. He died in 
AD79 in Stabiae while       

attempting to rescue a friend 
and his family by ship from 

the eruption of Mount            
Vesuvius which had already 

destroyed the cities of           
Pompeii and Herculaneum—
and not from eating the fruit! 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE 
ESHER WAR MEMORIAL 

Photos:  S1034 (Surbiton & Esher) Squadron  
  Ian Kenyon 

Above: The Air Cadets  
(1034) Surbiton and Esher 
Squadron).   Ember Manor 
Lodge, the Scouts,              
Rainbows, the Guides and 
Esher 1st Bownies also           
attended.  
 
Left: The Christ Church font 
beautifully decorated for    
Remembrance Sunday by 
Carol Calvert 
 

Photos: Margaret Dane  

SWANS ON THE RIVER MOLE 
 

The Swans with their cygnets on the River Mole near          
Riverside Drive.  They produced seven cygnets, six of 
them survived and are doing well.  It’s a great shame that 
since the tragic loss of the pair of West End Swans who 
were victims several years ago to both a vicious dog   
attack in the pond and a local traffic accident respectively, 
they no longer nest on the village pond.   
 
Another reason for this was the previous clearing of vital 
nesting vegetation  from within and around the pond.   
Let’s hope that the swans return to nest again next Spring 
and give us the pleasure of putting up the balloons again! 

Photo: Bridget Williams 

PHOTOGRAPHIC 
CORNER 

Standard Bearers looking very smart 



WEST END BRIDGE CLUB 

      Keep the percentages on your side 

Say you’ve got a nice 6-card suit in Dummy— 
 
  AKQ742, and you as Declarer have        

and there are no other entries to Dummy.  You need five tricks  
from that Diamond suit, How d’you set about it? 
 
A) It’s very tempting to think ‘Right, I have eight cards as against the opponents’ 

five.  The most likely way those 5 cards will split is 3-2.  So I’ll bang out the 
Ace, King, Queen in Dummy.  Unfortunately the split turns out to be 4-1 
against you.  No other entries in Dummy. So you go down.  Hard luck. 

B)  Or …. D’you make a Safety Play by deliberately losing the first trick, meaning 
 that you still have a second diamond to collect the five tricks in Dummy that 
 you need.  In fact, this simple Safety Play increases your chances of making 
 your contract by a whopping 40%. 
 
Another profitable way to lose a first trick is when the Opening Lead is a King,       
probably from a holding like K, Q, x, x, and you as declarer hold Ace, Jack, x in this 
suit.  Try the effect of Ducking the King.  If Opener persists with the Queen, you     
collect two tricks.     
This ploy rejoices in the grand name of the Bath Coup, and can be a useful delaying 
tactic as the Opener may well be put off the suit led, and try something else.  
 
      Our friendly Bridge Club meets every Tuesday at 1.30pm in West End  
 Village Hall.  Ring Kay Moulton on 01372 464775 for further details.  
                    Clive Craigmile                                

WINTERDOWN WI  
We were unable to use the Village Hall for our August meeting but 
were fortunate to be able to hold it in St Georges Church. Everyone 
enjoyed the venue and our Speaker was Matthew Piggot from the 
Surrey History Centre based at Woking He gave us a very interesting 
introduction of the work there and explained how photos and films 
dating from 1911 to 1953 were discovered and made into a fascinat-
ing one hour film.    
      The Emlyn Vale group meeting was held in October and            
Winterdown were tasked with making the flower arrangements for 
each table. Ann Tennant designed and made them all. It proved to be 
an enjoyable afternoon but sadly the speaker was a disappointment. 
      At our meeting in October we were given a very uplifting talk by 
Abigail Smart from ‘Mane Chance’ a horse rescue centre at           
Compton. Set up by Jenny Seagrove the charity provides sanctuary 
for abandoned and abused horses. The Sanctuary also involves spe-
cial needs youngsters and disadvantaged children to have supervised 
interaction with some of the horses. 
      Our annual Chris Burrows bursary was won this year by Marion 
Ford and she will be going to Denman College to make stained glass 
panels for the garden. We await the result with interest. Ann Tennant 
had attended Denman in September and she showed us the results of 
her course on Eco Dyeing on Fabric. This involved taking plant  
material and applying the dyeing process to give some very            
surprising results.  
      Two members attended The Grange in Bookham, a charity            
supporting people with disabilities, to see the unveiling of their 
‘Window of Light’ which was a visual tribute to everyone who had 
supported them. They were given a guided tour of the Grange and 
shown some of the refurbishments and the wonderful walled             
garden that the residents were able to care for. 
      At the Remembrance Service at the War Memorial on Esher 
Green a wreath was laid by Glenyce Alexander on behalf of Winter-
down WI and Margaret Dollimore and Caroline Thyer were two of 
the six people who rang the bells at Christ Church. 
At our Annual Meeting in November Marion Ford was elected as 
President. We wish her well for the forthcoming year. 
 
Coming up: Thursday 5th December Christmas Social 
evening and entertainment with guitarist Hector Gilchrist. 
 
Winterdown WI meet on the first Thursday of the month at 8.00pm in 
West End Village Hall.  Visitors and new members are always very 
welcome.  Contact: Secretary, Ann Tennant on 01372 466725 or 
visit our website:  www.winterdownwi.co.uk        Caroline Thyer 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN FRENCH  LANGUAGE, 
LIFE AND CULTURE? 

  
       
 

 
 

If so, do come to West End Village Hall to listen to carefully selected 
speakers talking in French on a variety of topics. 
     Talks take place monthly from October to June on the third Wednes-
day of the month except December when it is the second Wednesday. 
They start at 8.00pm, last for an hour and are usually attended by 60/70 
members of the Cercle and visitors whose ability in the French language 
varies from the fairly basic to the completely fluent. 
     *Relaxed and friendly atmosphere  *Free coffee and biscuits from 
7.00pm *Only £5 per talk or £30 for the whole season. 
Opportunities to improve your French at language workshops.’ 
 
 For further information or our complete programme, please contact: 

*Brigitte Tiller on 01932 860842 or   
  brigitte@ptiller.com  or  

*Cavan Taylor on 01932 864258 or                                    
cavan.taylor@btopenworld.com or 

*Visit our website:                          
www.dontyzack.care4free.net/cercle.html 

 
 
 

WEST END SUPPER CLUB 
 

Are you bored with cooking the same thing week in, week out? 
Interested in cooking something different or tasting something 
different cooked at home? Indian, Italian, Vegan, Otto Lenghi, 
Slater, Delia or Jamie?       
  
If there’s any interest in the village for a ‘come dine with 
me’ (without the conflict or stupid voting) experience, 
drop me a line and we can try to organise it. It could be fun! 
Email: merle.nygate@btinternet.com 

Merle Nygate 

53, You’re in 3 No Trumps,  



ST GEORGE’S CHURCH,WEST END 
As Christmas approaches – we are still Rectorless! However, after re-
advertising for the position – we are delighted to have had a number of 
applicants. The recruitment process is scheduled for late  November – 
and so by the time we write our next update in the New Year, we hope 
to be able to give you good news. 
       As the seasons progress, we are benefitting from the expertise of 
our gardening team – who choose and maintain the plants, to provide 
colour and interest throughout the winter months. We are very lucky 
to have such a dedicated team who are so keen and enthusiastic.  
       The money raised from your support at the Village Flower Show 
has enabled us this year to rebuild and paint the cupboards in the    
vestry, which now means that the various coloured robes worn by the 
clergy, now hang in a separate cupboard away from the mops and 
brooms! The rotten wood beneath the inside windowsills has also been 
repaired and repainted. We are now also in a position to replace a 
makeshift ramp which provides wheelchair access – with a safer and 
sturdier version.  
Our Vicar of Dibley style Pet Service was held on Sunday 22nd     
September.  We were yet again lucky with the weather, and by            
4 o’clock the rain had  stopped and the clouds dispersed.   
The popularity of this Service increases year on year as word spreads - 

and this, our 12th one - 
was no exception. 
It was delightful 
watching the dogs 
assembling on the 
Village green before 
the Service, and wit-
nessing their enthusi-
asm as they dragged 
their owners inside the 
church!  This year we 
had 14 dogs of various 
sizes, shapes and     
colours, ranging in age 
from 5 months to 14 

years, plus two lovely guinea pigs - all of whom behaved impecca-
bly.  With over thirty owners, friends and families (who l am glad to 
say also behaved!) we had a lovely full house.   
 
       We were delighted to yet again welcome 
back the Rev Helen Kempster (right) to   
conduct the Service, and to have Keith   
Howell-Jones play the organ.  Sincere thanks 
to both of them for making the Service so 
enjoyable.  Helen’s chosen charity was Cats 
Protection, Woking Branch, with whom she 
has had personal contact, and our retiring 
collection has raised an impressive £104.50 
for this very worthwhile cause.  Thank you 
everyone for your generosity.  There is 
something unique about a Pet Service, and 
there is a wonderful atmosphere of great fun 

and happiness as we sing 
the hymns, bless the ani-
mals and pray for all            
creatures created by 
God.  I think all of us feel 
uplifted after this happy 
Service, and leave with a 
smile on our faces.  Long 
may this very special 
event continue to thrive 
and be enjoyed by us all.  
 
 
 

You might like to note the date for next year –  Sunday 20th       
September 2020 at 4pm! 
As we approach Christmas, please make a note in your diaries of our 
forthcoming services at St George’s (see our website for other Christ-
mas Services at Christ Church): 

CHRISTMAS EVE - Tuesday 24th December 
3pm Crib Service 
6pm  Village Carol concert (organized by the Village Club) 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY - Wednesday 25th December 

9am  Eucharist 

THERE WILL BE NO SERVICE AT ST GEORGE’S ON 
SUNDAY 29TH DECEMBER but there will be a 10.30am 
service at Christ Church 
 
For more information about all our services (at both churches) please 
do visit our website: http://www.esherparish.org.uk  Here you can find 
everything you might want to know about the Parish of Esher including 
Music on The Green. We put topical notices and a monthly events cal-
endar on the fence outside the church – so please do stop and look to 
see what’s going on as you pass by. 
 

Finally – thank you as always for your continued support and 
we wish you all a very Happy Christmas and New Year. 

Andrea Lindow and Bridget Williams 

ESHER GREEN BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
 

Hi there fellow West Enders, 
 
Ryan here with an update on some things that you may be interested in 
over the Christmas period. 
     Christmas is a time when we remember that  . . . ‘God so loved the 
world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life’ John 3:16. 
 
An elderly man I once met, who reported having never believed in God, 
commented “I am undecided about Jesus, but I suppose I haven’t got 
anything to lose by finding out more . . . . . after all if it is true, his birth 
is indeed the most amazing and significant event in human history”. 
 
So this Christmas season, why not find out more for yourself and come 
along to the Christmas services at St Georges Church or at Esher Green 
Baptist Church.  After all . . . . . what have you got to lose? 
Sunday 22 December 
6.30pm - Candlelit Carol Service followed by mince pies. 
Tuesday 24 December 
11.30pm - Candlelit Midnight Service (including Communion) 
Wednesday 25 December 
10.30am - Christmas Day Family Celebration. . . . . . Christmas has 
arrived! 
Come along in your Christmas jumpers or onesies with a chance to win 
our competition! 
Sunday 30 December 
10.30am - Testimony Service on the impact of God in local people’s 
lives 
Also as we kick off the New Year . . . why not join us for: 
 
Film Club (second Monday evening of the month – 7.30pm) Come 
along and sit back in front of our massive cinema screen while enjoying 
free drinks (including wine), nibbles and great company.  A great op-
portunity to make new friends and see great films! 
The Happiness Course - Everyone wants to be happy!  But . . . what 
exactly is happiness, and how can we become happier?  Is happiness 
really what we should be aiming for, or does it come as a by-product of 
something deeper?  Some people seem naturally happy; others are 
seemingly programmed to be grumpy!  So is there any point trying to 
change?  What affects our wellbeing and can we bring about a lasting 
change? 
     These, and many other questions, are explored in ‘The Happiness 
Course’.  The course runs over 4 Tuesday evening sessions.  4 week 
course - Starting date - Tuesday 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th February @ 8pm 
 
For more information on these and our many other activities please 
visit our website www.esherchurch.org 
 
Warmest regards to you all, 
Ryan (Pastor – Esher Green Baptist Church -                                      
6 Park Road, Esher, KT10 8NP) 
 

VILLAGE NEWS  WEST END        
Please make a diary note of the copy dates for the                     

next two editions:  Spring  2020:  Friday 20th March  by 1pm 
Summer:  Friday 10th July by 1pm 

 please contact Angela Stockbridge   
Email: angelastockbridge1115@gmail.com  07817 498531 



CHRISTMAS CATERING  
BY ELIZABETH 

Our Bowl Food parties are extremely popular at Pre and Post 
Christmas Events. Great  value  and also very adaptable. If 
you have limited space, it works really well. A speciality party 
that suits all types of entertaining. Private intimate dinning is 
also a speciality, being really spoilt with your own personal 
Chef and service staff.   Myself and the Home Cooking By 
Elizabeth Team look forward to chatting to you as we enter 
our 34th year of Catering.  

www.garsons.co.uk
01372 460181

Garsons,
Winterdown Rd,
West End, Esher
Surrey KT10 8LS

 

A lan Greenwood & Sons  
 
 

Independent Family Funeral Directors  
 
 

1 3  M o l e s e y  R o a d, H E R S H A M , K T 1 2  4 R N  

0 1 9 3 2  2 6 0  0 4 6  

   A Traditional Family Owned Local Company  
    Jaguar or Mercedes Hearses and Limousines 
             F u n e r a l s  f r o m  £ 9 5 0   

Please Visit Our Website for Full Details of our other Branches and Services   
www.alangreenwoodfunerals.com 
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you have limited space, it works really well. A speciality party 
that suits all types of entertaining. Private intimate dinning is 
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