










 

 

ESHER FRENCH CIRCLE 
 

Maryse Wright’s talk (in French) to Esher French Circle’s members 
in February about the Panthéon’s changing role over the centuries 
was particularly interesting.   
King Louis XV laid the foundation stone of the Église de Sainte           
Geneviève in 1764, since when the building’s function has changed 
no less than six times.  The building in the Paris Latin Quarter          
became Le Panthéon during the French Revolution. Following the 
death of Mirabeau in 1791 and while the church was still under 
construction, it became France’s national necropolis for illustrious 
men.  Voltaire and Rousseau were buried there in 1791 and 1794 
respectively. 
Following the burial on 21 February 2024 of French Resistance               
hero Missak Manouchian, the Panthéon now houses the remains of 
more than 80 well-known figures, including six women. 

 
 
 

 
 

A relaxed way to keep up with France and the French 
Esher French Circle offers monthly talks – in French – by native or  
fluent French speakers, for anybody interested in keeping up or           
improving their French, in a relaxed and convivial setting. The talks 
take place in West End Village Hall, Esher – except for March and 
April 2026, when they will be held at the Albert Arms in Esher. 
The meetings are on the third Wednesday of most months and the 
doors open at 7pm. There is ample opportunity to mingle and chat 
over a cup of tea or coffee and biscuits before the main talk             
starts at 7.30pm. 
Esher French Circle warmly welcomes anybody with an interest in 
France and French life, whatever their level of knowledge of the         
language. More information is available on the club’s website: 

www.cerlefrancais-esher.uk 
 
Change of venue in March and April 2026 
West End Village Hall will be closed for renovation in March and 
April, so Esher French Circle’s talks for those months will be held 
in: 
The Albert Arms, 82 High Street, Esher, KT10 9QS  
  
2026 programme 
Esher French Circle’s 2026 programme of talks (all in French), 
offers a continuing variety of themes and speakers: 

 
18 March, in the Albert Arms: The political situation in 
France by Constance Bantman 
 
18 April, in the Albert Arms:  The French feminist           
pioneer Olympe de Gouges by Brigitte Thibaut 
 
20 May, in West End Village Hall:  Rosa Bonheur –          
an extraordinary artist  by Catherine Greensmith 
  

For further information, contact: 
 Peter Prowse - peter.c.prowse@gmail.com 07973 213039  
Or 
Anne Bell  - annebell121@yahoo.co.uk   07796 698097               

                            
       Peter Prowse 

 
Le Panthéon, Paris 

INDY’S SPRING DOG BLOG 
 

Hello again! It’s me, Indy, your very 
own West End repawter, back with 
another tail-wagging report.           
Christmas is now just a drifting 
snowflake memory in my dog brain,     
so I’ve turned my attention to Easter. 
Fluffy yellow chicks, sweet long-
eared  bunnies, and mountains of 
chocolate which, tragically, I am not 
allowed to sample. However, I do 
hear that TKMaxx, Ocado, and even 

Amazon sell doggy Easter eggs. Just saying in case my   
Mummy happens to read this.  

At this time of year, a puzzling thing called Spring Cleaning 
happens. I don’t really see the point, because I shake my bed 
whenever I choose and it seems perfectly adequate to me. 
However, the other day my Mummy got very enthusiastic 
and scrubbed the kitchen floor. She even put my bed in the 
garden so I wouldn’t do dog-paw art all over the clean shiny 
tiles. Naturally, I assumed I had been thrown out. Perhaps 
I’ve watched too many sad dog movies with my girls,                
because I curled up very small in my outdoor bed, feeling 
terribly miserable, my paws getting colder and colder.     
Luckily, Nana came to visit, and we all went back into the 
nice warm kitchen, where they had the cheek to laugh at me 
and call me a drama queen.                                                                
I am pleased to report that, with a little medication, I am now 
managing to play nine holes of golf again. Yes indeed! Even 
with my rather pawly elbows, I walk beside the trolley, 
guarding the clubs while shots are played, finding lost balls, 
offering guidance on club choice, yardage and, most          
importantly, guiding players to the halfway house for a         
sausage.                                                                                
Talking of sausages, there is 
another wonderful meeting spot 
you should know about: the 
newly renovated Winterdown 
Café on West End Lane.     
Mummy, Nana and I popped in 
after a gentle scamper at the 
Rec. Do you know what they 
sell there? (And this will be the 
clincher for you), Doggy      
Sausages. Delickinglicious! I 
sat extremely politely and of 
course Mummy bought me one. 
I do love my tummy… I mean 
my Mummy.                                            

I met a charming yellow               
Labrador called Milo at The 
Prince of Wales. He’s the 
Cricket Club Dog, which 
sounds to me like a very   
important position. Probably 
lots of supervising snacks I 
think. We had a lovely chin-
wag and promised to bring 
our families back soon so we 
can swap even bigger, taller 
tails and practice our very 

sad, hungry puppy eyes, which, if you do them properly, 
magically turn into treats.   It’s basically a superpower! 

Remember, I’m the flat-coated retriever wearing a pink collar 
and walking with a rather distinguished limp. If you see me 
about, please do stop and say hello……
especially if snacks are involved.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Graham was born in Sutton. He had a privileged childhood 
and attended a Boarding School in South London.  Graham 
leaves behind  two children Paul and Karen, and two          
grandchildren Camilla and Tanner.   
Graham’s father, Reginald, owned a commercial heating/
engineering business and the family lived in Lammas Lane. 
with an office in Cobham.  After leaving school Graham       
attended college and gained an Engineering Diploma and 
eventually took over the family business for many years.   
Sadly it eventually ceased trading in the mid-1980s. 
 
Graham was a member of the Bentley Driver’s Club in the 
1970s and the former proud owner of three Bentleys the last 
of which was the Vintage 1923 Bentley 3 Litre TT4-Seater,  
Reg: XO 5530, Chassis no. 285 Engine no. 281, below, which 
is listed on the Vintage Bentley Register.           
Graham was a keen follower of Formula 1 motor racing and 
never missed a race throughout the season.  He was very 
knowledgeable on all aspects of engineering, and could often 
be found by his father ‘tinkering’ with the engine of his own 
Bentley.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He enjoyed many of the West End Motor Club annual outings 
including: Windsor, visiting Eton College, a Farncombe Canal 
boat trip which included a picnic in a meadow by the canal 
accompanied by music on Ken Berry’s gramophone when we 
were gate-crashed by a herd of inquisitive cows! A trip on the                              
Watercress Line with afternoon tea was another highlight as 
well as many other events!  Graham also enjoyed watching 
Rugby and enjoyed  the ‘Rugby lunches’ held at Esher Rugby 
Club with fellow members of the WEESC. 
 
For many years he was the very much loved and                
affectionately known as  ‘Mr Graham’ by the young pupils 
who attended the Yehudi Menuhin School in Stoke            
D’Abernon. Many of the pupils lived in far flung countries 
around the world such as Japan, South Korea, China, to name 
but a few.  ‘Mr Graham’  took great care of each pupil when 
transporting them to their destination airport during the school 
holidays.    He was always punctual when he was required. 
 

He had a good rapport with them, ensuring their safe handover to 
members of the airline staff before departing,  and collecting and 
returning them safely to the care of the school following their   
return journeys. At all times keeping in touch with their families 
and the school. He was very well liked and always had the             
children’s safety at heart. He will be greatly missed by the pupils. 
 
Graham enjoyed experimenting with cooking and was known as 
’the chef’ by his neighbours at the residence where he lived,      
because he could always be found in the kitchen!  He would often 
cook lunch for close friends using special ingredients, creating a 
‘cordon bleu’ style meal and, of course, this was always               
accompanied by an obligatory glass of wine!  
 
Graham was well known for his beautifully expressive  
calligraphy. Greeting cards and letters were always signed with 
his creative and artistic handwriting complete with his signature 
flourish! 
 
Graham’s funeral service took place on 17th March at Randalls 
Park Crematorium and was well attended by family and friends. 
The service was lead by Stephen Foster and included the very 
fitting ‘My letter to you Graham’ in the form of a poem written by 
our very own Malcolm Parsons.  The service was followed by a        
gathering at the Sports and Social Club where many friends        
regaled stories of Graham and his long association with          
Bentley cars and West End.           
 
Graham had a kind and generous nature with a 
sense of humour and will be greatly missed by 
family and his close friends.  

TRIBUTE TO 
 

GRAHAM WOODROW HILL 
29.09.1941 TO 27.01.2026 

WINTERDOWN WI 
 
West End has a WI called 'Winterdown WI' and we look forward 
to welcoming visitors and new members to our meetings and  
outings. We meet on the first Thursday of the month at 7:45 pm 
for an 8:00 pm start (normally in the Village Hall).  
 
In January we went to Chertsey Museum for a talk about their 
collection of wedding dresses from the 1780's to 1980's.            
(The exhibition is very good and you can still visit up to          
September 2026). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In February we had a fascinating talk, 'The History of                      
Mudlarking' (the hobby of searching the Thames foreshore for 
archaeological objects - permit required) by Jason Sandy. Some 
members found the talk so interesting we also went to the mud-
larking exhibition at Docklands Museum. Members went out for 
a lunch together at 'The Cricketers' in Downside, another            
success.  
 
While the Village Hall is being updated we will be meeting in         
St Georges Church which is a beautiful venue. So do join us there 
on 2nd April for our next talk 'Through the stage door' by Peter 
Allen.  
For more information e-mail our secretary Christine Grove at: 

infowinterdown@surreyfedwi.org.uk 
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WEST END VILLAGE SHOW  “For the Village by the Village” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring is in the air, and with it comes the welcome news that preparations are well 
under way for the West End Village Show 2026, taking place on Saturday 29th 
August. 
 
Following the tremendous success of last year’s event, the Village Show            
committee have carefully reviewed feedback from residents and friends of the 
Village. As a result, a refreshed programme featuring several exciting new              
additions is currently being finalised. Full details will be revealed when the          
official programme is delivered to homes in June, and the committee promise 
there will be “plenty of entries for everyone.” 
 
Supporting the Community 
The committee, at the first meeting of the year, were delighted to announce the    
allocation of charitable donations from the proceeds of the 2025 Show. Once 
again, the event has demonstrated what can be achieved when a community comes 
together. 
 
Among this year’s beneficiaries are: 
 
• St George’s Church – receiving funds towards internal refurbishment                               
•    West End Village Hall - supported with a donation for its kitchen                    
 refurbishment project. 
• Oasis Charity – which provides vital assistance to vulnerable families and 

children across Elmbridge. Representatives shared a heartwarming           
presentation at the AGM highlighting their ongoing community impact. 

• Hersham District Girl Guides – receiving a contribution towards the                    
purchase of an eight person tent.             

• Princess Alice Hospice & Oxfam shops and Hersham Hounds – all of 
whom have benefited from generous donations. It was noted that two of the 
Show’s most popular attractions, the long running “Smash a Plate” stall and 
the much-loved Dog Show, would not be the successes they are without the 
dedication and involvement of these charities. 

• Village News – a contribution has once again been made to this publication, 
which is valued by the community, with thanks extended to                         
Angela Stockbridge for her continued hard work in producing it. 

A True Community Effort 
The West End Village Show continues to embody its motto:  
“For the Village, by the Village.” 
The committee expresses heartfelt thanks to all contributors, volunteers, stall-
holders and, most importantly, the residents of West End Village, without your 
support and generosity, we would not be able to support these worthy causes. 
Programmes will be distributed in June, when volunteers look forward to meeting 
familiar faces on doorsteps throughout the village. 
 
And then, of course, all eyes turn to Show Day on Saturday 29th August, a date 
firmly set to bring the community together once again.        
                                                            
         

         Julia Iveson                         
          

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

The Village News would like to express its  
thanks and gratitude the Village Show           
Committee for its very generous donation to 
the Village News following the success of the 
2025 Village Show. 
Your generosity is much appreciated, and as 
always, is very welcome.   
 
We would also like to thank the  
‘Friends of the Village News’ for their  annual 
donations.  
 
Donations such as these are invaluable in 
helping towards the cost of the production of 
the newsletter. Your support helps to keep the 
residents of our very unique community           
up-to-date with all the local news. 
 
Thanks to Ken Berry. we have also received a 
donation from the sale of ‘Our Village—A 
Portrait of West End’ by the late                    
George Thirtle.   
 
The seeds of this book were sown in April 
1975 when a photographic exhibition was 
presented showing aspects of West End.  
  

The book is beautifully produced and          
follows the history of West End through the 
years with stories and photographs.  If you 
would like a copy it can be purchased for 
£4.99  by emailing: 
 

angelastockbridge1115@gmail.com  
All proceeds go towards the Village News. 
 

Skating on the pond  c.1900 

 

 

CLAREMONT LANDSCAPE GARDEN 
 
 
 

 

There’s so much to enjoy at Claremont Landscape Garden this 
spring and summer. We’re excited to bring families a series of 
enchanting storybook trails inspired by beloved classics,          
including Judith Kerr’s The Tiger Who Came to Tea and                
Enid Blyton’s Magic Faraway Tree. 
 
We’ll also be celebrating our four-legged friends with Doggy 
Celebration Day on Saturday 9 May, and welcoming back the 
Surrey Sculpture Society, showcasing stunning trail artworks 
from its talented members. 
 
Claremont Live returns too, with open-air theatre on the lawn, 
and throughout August you can relax to music on the lawn    
every Saturday afternoon, performed by fantastic local bands. 
And, of course, rowboats will once again be available to hire—
offering visitors a chance to enjoy magical views of Claremont 
from the lake. 
See full event listings below:  
 
The Tiger Who Came to Tea, Sat 2 May—Sun 7 June 
Explore  this very special teatime story through extracts and 
illustrations from Judith Kerr’s classic The Tiger Who Came to 
Tea. Enjoy a family trail around the garden, produced in             
partnership with HarperCollins Publishers.  
 
Doggy Celebration Day at Claremont Landscape Garden: 
Saturday 9 May, 10am – 5pm 
Visit with your dog on Saturday 9 May and there’ll be a free 
treat for each pooch in partnership with Forthglade. Capture 
your hound looking it’s best at our ‘Pet Gala’ selfie-station, test 
their skills in the have-a-go dog agility arena, then enter them 
into our dog show with prizes supplied by local independent dog 
food shop, Dogs Deli.  
 
Free with normal admission. Dog Show classes £2 per entry. 
 
Spring Photo Walk: Saturday 16 May 
Brush up your digital photography skills on a two-hour work-
shop capturing the garden in spring with award-winning                
professional photographer, Lillian Spibey. Booking essential. 
£50. 
 
Sculpture Exhibition – Surrey Sculpture Society: Saturday 
13 June – Sunday 12 July 
Surrey Sculpture Society will be returning to Claremont           
Landscape Garden this summer with a brand-new exhibition of 
sculptures from members of the society.  Last year the            
exhibition saw 70 plus works of art installed around the lake 
providing an opportunity to experience art against the elegant 
background of Claremont’s Lake, amphitheatre and pastoral 
landscape views.  

Claremont Live!  
 
• Thursday 9 July – A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

Four Forty Theatre invite you into their outrageous take 
on Shakespeare’s most magical comedy in just forty 
minutes. A Midsummer Night’s Dream follows runaway 
lovers, magical creatures, and a group of very deter-
mined actors who find themselves in over their 
heads. Suitable for ages 7+.  
See website for tickets. 

• Sunday 12 July – Othello  
 For the first time in the company’s history, The Lord 

Chamberlain’s Men present Othello, one of                
Shakespeare’s greatest works. This stunning and          
devastatingly poignant play is a story of deception,           
jealousy and a man that loved not wisely but too well.  
See website for tickets. 

• Thursday 23 July – Three Muskateers 
All for One; One for All!  Young D’Artagnan is          
desperate to join Athos, Porthos and Aramis as an elite           
Musketeer of the King’s Guard. But are his swashbuck-
ling credentials sufficient? Join Illyria for a whirlwind 
of excitement, comedy and ingenious storytelling.          
Suitable for ages 8+. See website for tickets.  

• Saturday 25 July – Peter Rabbit 
 Quantum Theatre brings its much-loved adaptation of 

Beatrix Potter’s best-loved tales, The Tale of Peter          
Rabbit and Benjamin Bunny to Claremont. Perfect for 
younger visitors. See website for tickets. 

• Saturdays in August—Saturday Sessions 
 Join us for a lazy Saturday afternoon on the lawn at 

Claremont listening to music from local bands. Free 
with normal admission. 

 
The Magic Faraway Tree,                                                     
Sat 18 July—Mon 31 August 
This summer Claremont transforms into The Enchanted Wood 
with a brand-new family trail inspired by Enid Blyton’s            
beloved stories.  Join Joe, Beth and Frannie on a woodland 
adventure.  Free trail normal admission  applies. 
 

Row boats – Sat 5 April – Sun 28 September 
Ahoy there! Our famous row boats will be out on the lake this 
spring - come and spend a lazy afternoon with us on the water 
and take in our beautiful surroundings with your loved ones. 
Available on weekends, school and bank holidays until the end 
of September. £12 per boat for 30 minutes. Subject to volunteer 
availability and lake levels.  
 
Forest Bathing 17 April, 18 May, 5 June 
Soak up the peace and tranquillity of Claremont on a sensory 
journey through the arboretum to calm the mind and feed your 
soul. £25 per person. Booking essential. See website for details 
 
Wanda Arden,  Marketing and Communications Officer,                     
The National Trust 

One of the theatre nights last year. 

WEST END BRIDGE CLUB 
 

We are a small club which meets every Tuesday  
Afternoon in the Village Hall.   

 
 

We play friendly bridge and new members are very            
welcome.  We are not competitive and  members only 
enjoy a pleasant afternoon with like-minded people.  

 
Anyone interested, requiring more information should  

contact: 
Sandra Elms on 01372 466433  
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Village. As a result, a refreshed programme featuring several exciting new              
additions is currently being finalised. Full details will be revealed when the          
official programme is delivered to homes in June, and the committee promise 
there will be “plenty of entries for everyone.” 
 
Supporting the Community 
The committee, at the first meeting of the year, were delighted to announce the    
allocation of charitable donations from the proceeds of the 2025 Show. Once 
again, the event has demonstrated what can be achieved when a community comes 
together. 
 
Among this year’s beneficiaries are: 
 
• St George’s Church – receiving funds towards internal refurbishment                               
•    West End Village Hall - supported with a donation for its kitchen                    
 refurbishment project. 
• Oasis Charity – which provides vital assistance to vulnerable families and 

children across Elmbridge. Representatives shared a heartwarming           
presentation at the AGM highlighting their ongoing community impact. 

• Hersham District Girl Guides – receiving a contribution towards the                    
purchase of an eight person tent.             

• Princess Alice Hospice & Oxfam shops and Hersham Hounds – all of 
whom have benefited from generous donations. It was noted that two of the 
Show’s most popular attractions, the long running “Smash a Plate” stall and 
the much-loved Dog Show, would not be the successes they are without the 
dedication and involvement of these charities. 

• Village News – a contribution has once again been made to this publication, 
which is valued by the community, with thanks extended to                         
Angela Stockbridge for her continued hard work in producing it. 

A True Community Effort 
The West End Village Show continues to embody its motto:  
“For the Village, by the Village.” 
The committee expresses heartfelt thanks to all contributors, volunteers, stall-
holders and, most importantly, the residents of West End Village, without your 
support and generosity, we would not be able to support these worthy causes. 
Programmes will be distributed in June, when volunteers look forward to meeting 
familiar faces on doorsteps throughout the village. 
 
And then, of course, all eyes turn to Show Day on Saturday 29th August, a date 
firmly set to bring the community together once again.        
                                                            
         

         Julia Iveson                         
          

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

The Village News would like to express its  
thanks and gratitude the Village Show           
Committee for its very generous donation to 
the Village News following the success of the 
2025 Village Show. 
Your generosity is much appreciated, and as 
always, is very welcome.   
 
We would also like to thank the  
‘Friends of the Village News’ for their  annual 
donations.  
 
Donations such as these are invaluable in 
helping towards the cost of the production of 
the newsletter. Your support helps to keep the 
residents of our very unique community           
up-to-date with all the local news. 
 
Thanks to Ken Berry. we have also received a 
donation from the sale of ‘Our Village—A 
Portrait of West End’ by the late                    
George Thirtle.   
 
The seeds of this book were sown in April 
1975 when a photographic exhibition was 
presented showing aspects of West End.  
  

The book is beautifully produced and          
follows the history of West End through the 
years with stories and photographs.  If you 
would like a copy it can be purchased for 
£4.99  by emailing: 
 

angelastockbridge1115@gmail.com  
All proceeds go towards the Village News. 
 

Skating on the pond  c.1900 

 

 

CLAREMONT LANDSCAPE GARDEN 
 
 
 

 

There’s so much to enjoy at Claremont Landscape Garden this 
spring and summer. We’re excited to bring families a series of 
enchanting storybook trails inspired by beloved classics,          
including Judith Kerr’s The Tiger Who Came to Tea and                
Enid Blyton’s Magic Faraway Tree. 
 
We’ll also be celebrating our four-legged friends with Doggy 
Celebration Day on Saturday 9 May, and welcoming back the 
Surrey Sculpture Society, showcasing stunning trail artworks 
from its talented members. 
 
Claremont Live returns too, with open-air theatre on the lawn, 
and throughout August you can relax to music on the lawn    
every Saturday afternoon, performed by fantastic local bands. 
And, of course, rowboats will once again be available to hire—
offering visitors a chance to enjoy magical views of Claremont 
from the lake. 
See full event listings below:  
 
The Tiger Who Came to Tea, Sat 2 May—Sun 7 June 
Explore  this very special teatime story through extracts and 
illustrations from Judith Kerr’s classic The Tiger Who Came to 
Tea. Enjoy a family trail around the garden, produced in             
partnership with HarperCollins Publishers.  
 
Doggy Celebration Day at Claremont Landscape Garden: 
Saturday 9 May, 10am – 5pm 
Visit with your dog on Saturday 9 May and there’ll be a free 
treat for each pooch in partnership with Forthglade. Capture 
your hound looking it’s best at our ‘Pet Gala’ selfie-station, test 
their skills in the have-a-go dog agility arena, then enter them 
into our dog show with prizes supplied by local independent dog 
food shop, Dogs Deli.  
 
Free with normal admission. Dog Show classes £2 per entry. 
 
Spring Photo Walk: Saturday 16 May 
Brush up your digital photography skills on a two-hour work-
shop capturing the garden in spring with award-winning                
professional photographer, Lillian Spibey. Booking essential. 
£50. 
 
Sculpture Exhibition – Surrey Sculpture Society: Saturday 
13 June – Sunday 12 July 
Surrey Sculpture Society will be returning to Claremont           
Landscape Garden this summer with a brand-new exhibition of 
sculptures from members of the society.  Last year the            
exhibition saw 70 plus works of art installed around the lake 
providing an opportunity to experience art against the elegant 
background of Claremont’s Lake, amphitheatre and pastoral 
landscape views.  

Claremont Live!  
 
• Thursday 9 July – A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

Four Forty Theatre invite you into their outrageous take 
on Shakespeare’s most magical comedy in just forty 
minutes. A Midsummer Night’s Dream follows runaway 
lovers, magical creatures, and a group of very deter-
mined actors who find themselves in over their 
heads. Suitable for ages 7+.  
See website for tickets. 

• Sunday 12 July – Othello  
 For the first time in the company’s history, The Lord 

Chamberlain’s Men present Othello, one of                
Shakespeare’s greatest works. This stunning and          
devastatingly poignant play is a story of deception,           
jealousy and a man that loved not wisely but too well.  
See website for tickets. 

• Thursday 23 July – Three Muskateers 
All for One; One for All!  Young D’Artagnan is          
desperate to join Athos, Porthos and Aramis as an elite           
Musketeer of the King’s Guard. But are his swashbuck-
ling credentials sufficient? Join Illyria for a whirlwind 
of excitement, comedy and ingenious storytelling.          
Suitable for ages 8+. See website for tickets.  

• Saturday 25 July – Peter Rabbit 
 Quantum Theatre brings its much-loved adaptation of 

Beatrix Potter’s best-loved tales, The Tale of Peter          
Rabbit and Benjamin Bunny to Claremont. Perfect for 
younger visitors. See website for tickets. 

• Saturdays in August—Saturday Sessions 
 Join us for a lazy Saturday afternoon on the lawn at 

Claremont listening to music from local bands. Free 
with normal admission. 

 
The Magic Faraway Tree,                                                     
Sat 18 July—Mon 31 August 
This summer Claremont transforms into The Enchanted Wood 
with a brand-new family trail inspired by Enid Blyton’s            
beloved stories.  Join Joe, Beth and Frannie on a woodland 
adventure.  Free trail normal admission  applies. 
 

Row boats – Sat 5 April – Sun 28 September 
Ahoy there! Our famous row boats will be out on the lake this 
spring - come and spend a lazy afternoon with us on the water 
and take in our beautiful surroundings with your loved ones. 
Available on weekends, school and bank holidays until the end 
of September. £12 per boat for 30 minutes. Subject to volunteer 
availability and lake levels.  
 
Forest Bathing 17 April, 18 May, 5 June 
Soak up the peace and tranquillity of Claremont on a sensory 
journey through the arboretum to calm the mind and feed your 
soul. £25 per person. Booking essential. See website for details 
 
Wanda Arden,  Marketing and Communications Officer,                     
The National Trust 

One of the theatre nights last year. 

WEST END BRIDGE CLUB 
 

We are a small club which meets every Tuesday  
Afternoon in the Village Hall.   

 
 

We play friendly bridge and new members are very            
welcome.  We are not competitive and  members only 
enjoy a pleasant afternoon with like-minded people.  

 
Anyone interested, requiring more information should  

contact: 
Sandra Elms on 01372 466433  

West_End_Village_Amend_v2.indd   9 18/03/2026   15:23



 

 

 
 

WEST END SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB  
SPECIAL 

THE WEST END SPORTS & 
SOCIAL CLUB 

PLEASE VISIT OUR 
 WEBSITE FOR THE           

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
www.WESSC.org 

WEST END GOLF SOCIETY 

Anyone wishing to join the  
WEGS can call 

Dave Morgan on 
07956 221566 

NEWS FROM THE BAR 

The Stuff of Nightmares! 
 

 

 

 

 

Shown here after the shock  
Scottish defeat of England are 
Club regulars Patrick Donnelly, 
Paul Gibson and sole Scottish         
supporter our own Jim Dallas. 
 
The Club was very busy of 
course, but home supporters 
were left stunned by a slightly 
scruffy England performance 
whom were always up against 
the superior Home Team! 
 
Congratulations Jim! 
 
Richard Jenkins  
Welsh Rugby Correspondent 
 
PS  Wales 12 France 54!! 

QUIZ NIGHT 

Rachel Gee, above right, hosted the recent Quiz Night, which, as you can 
see, is always popular, great fun and a very well attended event.                                 
          Photo:  Robin Crane 

 
WEST END ESHER CRICKET CLUB 
 
 
Please see the separate insert for all the 
latest Cricket News from Chris Hambleton. 

 

 

 

   

 Continuing with members’ accounts of their cars here is one 
by Mike on one of his many Triumphs: 
  
The Triumph 2000/2500 range of Saloons and Estates were 
produced from 1963 until 1977.  Most of the Triumphs pro-
duced were sports cars and this was their only large executive 
car. I bought it in June 2004 Mileage 26,454 and have used it 
over the years for many outings and took it to a many car 
shows  A few years ago I was approached by ITV to use my 
car in a TV series called 'Stars In Their Cars'.   
 
Alexei Sayle with Paddy McGuinness as passenger asking the 
questions, drove my car for two days while they filmed.  I was 
amazed at the time taken, equipment and number of people 
used to make a TV program.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    text: Geoff Cox, Mike Allam, Roger Brown 

photos: Rodger Dudding, Emma Dudding, Mike Allam 
    

WEST END MOTOR CLUB  

Weekly breakfast meetings on Tuesday mornings 
continue at Brooklands Museum.  Our numbers at 
breakfast are if anything increasing as word spreads 
and more than 20 are usually present.  Everyone is 
still welcome to join us Thursday evenings at the 

West End Club for car talk and a jar. 
 
A number of West End Motor Club members recently made a 
unique visit and Geoff reports:   
Just outside Potters Bar is Studio 434, the home of the largest pri-
vately owned car collection in the UK.  It is owned by Rodger 
Dudding, a British entrepreneur best known for his remarkable 
ticket queuing system, typically at its peak seen at supermarket 
deli counters late 1970s - 1990s. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Hosted on the day by his Rodger’s wife, Emma, ably assisted by 
Ahmed, we experienced a fabulous tour of both the original classic 
style building as well as the much newer purpose built multi storey 
unit which comprises areas for his personal collection, storage for 
other customers and includes a film studio on the top floor where 
cars from his collection can be filmed for movies and TV                    
programmes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The car collection itself, now exceeds 450, holds significant mem-
ories for many of us as we owned some of the same models during 
our motoring lives. The prize exhibit was a Morris Minor,            
Rodger’s father’s first car!  Amongst this remarkable and unique 
collection of Rolls Royces, Bentleys, Porsches, Alfa Romeo, Fiats, 
various motorcycles and many more several models had their own 
multiples. Not least was the Aston Martin Lagonda of which there 
were some 24 in total including one that was interestingly painted 
in pink! 
All our members had a truly wonderful time just taking in the 
styles, the various bodywork and  the mechanical details that ap-
peal to us car enthusiasts.  It was all topped off with a delightful 
buffet style lunch as witnessed in the attached photo, a personal 
audio message from Rodger and a china mug as a memento of our 
visit.  Fabulous! 
 

BOXING DAY  
FOOTBALL MATCH 

 
 
  

The Boxing Day football match.  
Ages range from 7 to 70 plus!   

 
The event was organised by Peter Horwood and locals of 

the West End Sports and Social Club.  
 It was great fun, well supported and followed by drinks to          

recover in the Sports and Social Club.                    
 

Photo: Mike Bacon 
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THE VILLAGE 
NEWS TEAM 

Sheila Apicella 
Alice Austin 

Peter & Naomi Bedford 
Lynn Bezant 

David Bramley 
Tricia Currie 

Don Elms 
David Ford 

Doug & Sue Fryer 
Di Gibson 

Andrea Lindow 
Rob Lowe 

Roger Marsden 
Rosie Master 

Margaret Mazzina 
Donald Mungall 

Avril Poat 
Nik & Judy Wilkinson 

Bridget Williams 
 

Treasurer: Derek Richardson 
Auditor: Peter Heath 

Editor: Angela Stockbridge 
 

‘FRIENDS’ OF THE 
VILLAGE NEWS 
We would like to thank the 

following ‘Friends’   
for their generous donations: 

 
2025 

Peter & Naomi Bedford 
Ken Berry 
Rob Lowe 

A J and B Maddows 
Malcolm & Kay Parsons 

F J Reeder  
Derek Richardson 

 J & J Stadius  
Angela Stockbridge 

Peter Thompson 
Simon and Veronica Whittall 

 
2026 

Simon Ashwell (Savills) 
Peter & Naomi Bedford 
Robin and Kasia Crane 

A J & B Maddows 
Malcolm Parsons 

F J Reeder 
Derek Richardson 

John Stadius 
and donors who wish to remain 

anonymous. 

SURREY FIRE &                 
RESCUE SERVICE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Should you have any concerns or 
need further advice 

Visit:  
www.surreycc.gov.uk/safeandwell 

Call free on 0800 085 0767 
Text to 07971 691898 with your 

name, contact number, 
post code, your primary concern, 

such as smoke alarms, a disability or 
safety concern.  

RING 999  
IN CASE OF EMERGENCY 

 
B & B IN THE VILLAGE 

 
 
 

Bed and Breakfast available.  All rooms are double           
bedrooms, made up of king size, and super king beds.            

The super king can be divided into 2 single beds.              
All rooms have en-suites and also tea and coffee            
making facilities, mini fridge and water/juices  

provided. 
Virgin cable TV and WIFI 

A maximum of 2 adults and 3 children per room, 
A warm welcome awaits you.                                                  

 
For further information call 

Edwina Halanen (West End Lane) 
on 07721 091184 

VILLAGE NEWS  WEST END    
 

Please make a diary note of copy dates:                                                                                      
Summer:  Friday 26th June by 1pm 

Autumn:  Friday 4th September by 1pm 
Christmas: Friday  20th November by 1pm 
    Please contact Angela Stockbridge  Email:  

angelastockbridge1115@gmail.com  07817 498531  
or 01372 460703  

The Village News is supported by local organisations including: the 
West End Village Club, West End Motor Club,  The West End Village 

Show Committee, Garsons, Winterdown WI, the late Richard Gale, 
West End Village Hall Committee,  The former West End  Residents’ 

Association,  Advertisers and personal  donations.               
The newsletter is printed by Impress Print Services of Hersham and 

Garsons.  Please note the newsletter can also be found on the Garsons 
website on www.garsons/Community Page,  www.AFC Westend 

wesbsite and West End Esher  Facebook Page. 
We thank you all for your continued support. 
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