










WEST END PLAYGROUP 

 
Thank you to West End Village Residents from West End 
Playgroup. 
 

West End Playgroup has 
been part of village life for 
nearly 50 years.  The         
playgroup was started by a 
group of village parents in 
1975, as a place where       
children from the village 
and beyond could come to 
play and learn in a safe,  
loving environment.  West 
End Playgroup has evolved 
since those early days into 
an Ofsted Outstanding    
preschool, whilst retaining 
its charity status and strong 
parental links, through the 
parent committee, who      
remain directors and trustees 
of the playgroup. 

During the last 46 years in the village, the playgroup has had its 
up and downs. But we have never faced challenges like we have 
this past year.  As I am sure most of you are aware, the           
playgroup closed last March and unfortunately, we were not able 
to open again until September.     
      Staff morale when we reopened was low. We had very few 
children attending and we all felt that we were being treated like 
‘cannon fodder’ by the government.  We were told that while the 
rest of the world must keep their distance and wear a face mask, 
Early Years staff were to continue to have close contact without 
the protection of a face mask.  We were relieved to find that  
children, if infected with covid, were unlikely to suffer serious 
consequences, but we were also told that they could be ‘super 
spreaders’ of the virus! 
      With a small staff team, some of whom are the wrong side of 
60, and who fall into the vulnerable category, this was a very 
scary time.  However, we did our best to put on a brave face and 
carry on, but soon the inevitable happened, a staff member 
caught Covid-19. The playgroup had to close for two weeks in 
October, only a month after its reopening. We opened again, 
November and December passed without incident.   
We all began to feel more upbeat. 
      Then, in January, we opened our doors only to be immediate-
ly struck by another case of Covid.  Luckily the staff member 
had not been at work with the children, but had unfortunately 
been in a staff meeting with the whole team.  Consequently, the 
whole team had to go into self-isolation, which meant another 
closure for the playgroup.  At this point we started to lose our 
very loyal working parents, who had no alternative but to find 
other childcare options.  
      Fearing that all the remaining staff would be infected, and 
considering the consequences for those in the vulnerable          
category, some of whom I have worked with for over 15 years, 
my priority was to keep them safe and well until they reach their 
retirement this coming July.   
At this point, I felt it was the end for West End Playgroup in the 
village.   
      However, the staff team rallied, those younger, fitter staff 
members (in their 40’s and 50’s!) created a core ‘super team’.  
We reopened after two weeks with Jo, Sam, Holly and Jess and 
following a round of phone conversations with our parents we 
managed to get most of them back, and so although numbers 
were still low, we were open. 
We continued with those low child numbers until the schools 
reopened on 8th March and then everything changed… 
Our phone started ringing off the hook!   

 

We resumed Covid safe viewings, sometimes squeezing in four 
viewings in a morning.  Parents now wait by the playground 
fence while their children come in to have a look inside.   
Suddenly everything has started looking up.  Our numbers have 
increased and our sessions for September are now looking 
healthy.  The playgroup parent committee are working hard to 
help us continue our recovery, as are many members of the 
village. 
      It appears that the threat to the future of West End  
Playgroup from Covid 19 is over, and having faced this  
incredible challenge, we are thankful for the support of our 
parents and the village community and we look forward to 
providing outstanding childcare for another 50 years! 

Helen Yates 
Manager West End Playgroup 

SURREY ARTISTS OPEN STUDIOS 
5th —20th  June 2021 

 
Left: Roger Marsden, the wood turner. 

 
Rosalind Moysen together with Keira  
Graham, Janet Stanley, Dawn Thornhill 
Beryl Hole, Wendy Hale and Roger 
Marsden, once again organised an  
absolutely beautiful display of their  
artwork, ceramics, woodwork, embroidery, 
sculptures and metalwork at Rose Cottage 
Stables with strict Covid-19 safety 
measures in place. 
Ann Hunt held an exhibition at home of 
her wonderful art collection including 

painting on glass and local cottages and village scenes.   
Also on display were some gorgeous Pet Portraits in  

Gouache/original water colour painting (some worked on black 
velvet) by Janet Horne.  The detail is stunning! 

 

Photos: 
Angela Stockbridge 

Right: 
DawnThornhill 
with an  
interested visitor  
enjoying her 
beautiful  
prints inspired 
by nature and 
animals  

Anne Hunt 
with a selection 
from her      
wonderful        
collection        
showing a          
colourful 
scenes of             
village life. 

Right: Rosalind 
Moysen, on the 
left, explaining to 
visitors the              
methods used for 
the sculpture in 
her garden at Rose 
Cottage. 

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF   
WINTERDOWN WI 

Sadly we are still not able to have our normal monthly         
meetings. Marion Ford and Ann Tennant have kept everyone 
up to date with news from the Surrey and National WI. 
Two Zoom meetings have been undertaken with varying       
degrees of success and an informal meeting of six friends was 
held outside the Village Hall where some WI business was 
conducted. 
     At the beginning of May six members attended a craft       
afternoon in Ann Tennant’s garden. There was not much in 
the way of craft done but everyone enjoyed catching up with 
all the news. 
     This year Winterdown WI is 50 years old and Marion had 
been presented with a Certificate from the NFWI board of 
Trustees to commemorate this event. The plan was to have a 
big celebration for the Golden Anniversary on June 3rd.  
However,  those plans were rather ruined by the pandemic. 
The Committee worked very hard to make arrangements for 
some sort of festivity and Margaret Dane came to the rescue 
by offering to have a gathering in her garden. 
     The weather was kind to us and, although rain threatened, 
the evening was quite warm. Eighteen members and two      
visitors came to join the celebration. On arrival we were each 
greeted with a ‘golden’ rose and a glass of fruit cup. No WI 
celebration is complete without cake and there was not just 
one cake but two as, when it was ordered, Waitrose thought 
one would not be enough and kindly donated another to       
ensure everyone had some. The cake was duly cut and served 
by Sue and Beverley. Marion Ford proposed a toast to       
Winterdown’s 50th birthday and we all drank to the toast with 
sparkling wine with the very apt name of ‘Surrey Gold’. Ann 
Tennant gave a vote of thanks to Margaret Dane for entertain-
ing us in her beautiful garden and Marion presented her with a 
‘golden’ shrub rose to remind her of the occasion.  There was 
a draw for the four Bursaries presented this year. All four      
winners donated their bursary to our WI to fund either an  
outing or speaker that everyone could enjoy.  

 

 

 

 

 

Winterdown WI              
normally meet on the 
first Thursday of the 
month at 8.00pm in 
West End Village Hall. Visitors are always very welcome. 
Current restrictions mean that any meetings for the time being 
will be outdoors. If you would like to join us please Contact: 
Secretary, Ann Tennant on 01372 466725 or visit our website:  
www.winterdownwi.co.uk 

Report by Caroline Thyer 
 
A Message from Margaret Dane 
 
In February President Marion reminded us that we would be 
celebrating our 50th Anniversary in June,  My offer of  a  
venue  was accepted on a chilly March morning, following an 
inspection. I was happy to follow the committee's suggestion of 
inviting members to arrive from 6pm onwards.  
      Margaret Dollimore arrived promptly with her wonderful 
fruit cup, and so did  member Glenyce Alexander in her gold 
outfit, with her two guests, and Suzanne Hood, a founder        
member accompanied by her daughter Fiona, who was           
happy to sample said fruit cup. 
 
 It so happened that in August 1988 there was a party here in 
the  garden to celebrate my mother's 90th birthday,  Some 
guests  were  from the Rosemary Court Care Home, where my 
mother lived.  The WI  members were chiefly bridge players, 
from  our  WI classes.  
     On June 3rd there was a display of photos from this 90th 
birthday  event, and Secretary, Ann  Tennant, had brought 
all the Winterdown archives, which included a large number of 
photos as well. It was interesting for all to see photos of mem-
bers sadly no longer with us, especially founder member Betty 
Whitney, and Chris Burrows . 
     Members greatly enjoyed meeting and chatting, after all the 
restrictions, and our guests expressed their appreciation of the 
warm welcome they received by members. 
     As hostess I had a wonderful evening, enjoying welcoming 
and chatting with friends, appreciating the gold garments and        
jewellery, and in one case a 70's dress, which the member 
concerned had no problem getting into it again! We all  loved 
Ann's  floral offering. I was delighted to be presented with the 
rose Precious Amber, my first 
floribunda. I will see it is well 
looked after!   
In addition I was given a    
fantastic card, headed "A Huge 
Thank You, "signed by all 
present, who all very kindly 
expressed their great  
appreciation of my lockdown 
project "improve the garden". 

Left: Margaret 
Dollimore (in blue) 
serving fruit cup. 
 
Photo:  
Margaret Dane 

Above Left: View from the Balcony 
Above right: The Birthday Cake 

Photos: Margaret Dane 

Right: 
Members enjoying 
the evening 
 
Photo: Micki Scales 

Right: Glenyce Alexander,  
Suzanne Hood and  
President, Marion Ford, looking 
at the archives. 

Photo: 
Margaret Dane 
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NEWS FROM WEST END COMMON 
JUNE 2021 

 
After a cold spring things are catching up and the Common is 
looking lush and bursting into flower. The areas thinned in 2018 
are looking really good now with a healthy understory of natural 
regeneration developing, providing homes for all our wildlife. 
The final stage of the thinning works on West End Common 
will take place south of the pylon line around The Homewood 
this autumn and the timber will be extracted to the Portsmouth 
Road. 
      We have had a huge increase in visitors and there are paths 
and boardwalks that have deteriorated. We have scheduled        
repairs to the revetment on the rifle range path for later in the 
summer. 
      The ponds are all in good condition and the heavy rain of the  
17-18th June is the signal for thousands of froglets and toadlets 
to leave the ponds and start their terrestrial lives. By the time 
you read this they will have dispersed but this annual migration 
can be quite a sight and make a bit of an obstacle course for 
walkers! 
      There has been an increase in Oak Processionary Moth 
(OPM) reports and activity on many of our sites, and I have 
seen some large nests on West End Common. The tiny hairs 
from the caterpillars can cause painful and long lasting rashes 
and residents are advised to be careful anywhere under oak trees 
and not to come into contact with the nests. We will continue to  
assess OPM occurrences and nests that are found in very high 
risk locations will be assessed for removal. Please consider long 
sleeved loose fitting clothing, and also that sun cream or other 
lotions can make the skin more sticky and make reactions 
worse. On the positive side this species has been followed into 
the country by species of parasitic flies which I have observed 
on West End Common laying eggs into the  
caterpillar’s nest. Also our bird species are learning to  
utilise this new food source.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hopefully this will result in a 
reduction of this species in the 
future. 
 
If you have any questions 
about the wildlife or the management of West End Common 
please get in touch.     Dave Page  

Countryside Estates Officer  
dpage@elmbridge.gov.uk 

BUTTONS & BOW Over 60s 
(The Busy Bees) 

“Here we go again, all good friends but missing the company”  
as the song goes!   
 
I can’t believe we are still unable to meet up on our Monday 
afternoons BUT it will happen soon, so chins up!  The main 
thing is we need to be Safe and Keep to the rules whatever they 
may be.   
     The speakers and entertainers that we had booked before 
lockdown are still going to be able to come along when the time 
arrives. 
 
If when reading this report you would like to know more about 
us, this is what we offer: 
Friendship, Entertainment, Speakers, Bingo, Raffle, Quizzes 
and a Lottery, not forgetting a coffee or tea with biscuits. 
 
We will also hopefully resume outings, lunches and holidays in 
due course.  Want to know more? 
 
Then please give me, Betty Bowpitt, 
a call on 01372 465937.   
I should love to hear from you, 
 
STAY SAFE and KEEP SMILING! 
 

Betty Bowpitt 

THE CERCLE FRANCAIS d’ESHER 

 

 

Year 2021-2022 will start on October 20th, 2021 either in the Village 
Hall or on Zoom depending on the Covid situation. 
 
In the meantime, the Cercle Français d’Esher, the Cercle d’Eastbourne 
and the Cercle of Nottingham have joined forces to offer on Zoom, on 
the 14th of July, a splendid celebration:  there will be the history of the 
14th of July, songs and fireworks.  All this to financially support a 
young couple with two children who have not had much work during 
the pandemic.  I realise that it is not a local event but it is something 
very worthwhile.  Do you think anyone would be interested to know 
about it?  As it will be on Zoom, we ask for a contribution of £5 per 
person. 
Please note the change to the meetings’ time, we start at 8 pm not 
8:15pm.  This applies for when we meet at the West End Village Hall.   
  

Anyone interested in joining should contact  
Mrs Brigitte Tiller:  brigitte@ptiller.com 

or visit our website : 
www.dontyzack.care4free.net/cercle.html  

         
  
 

Right: Oak Processionary 
Moth (Thaumetopoea 
processionea) nest on 
West End Common with a 
parasitic fly on the right 
of the caterpillars.  

An Annular Eclipse occurred on June 10, 2021, when the 
Moon passed between Earth and the Sun, thereby partly 
obscuring the image of the Sun for a viewer on Earth.  
During the eclipse, the Moon's apparent diameter was 
smaller than the Sun's, so it caused the Sun to look like an 
annulus (ring of fire).  
These images were taken on 10th June at 11.45am from my 
back garden of the partial eclipse. Completely unprepared 
because of the thick cloud cover, I rushed indoors to get my 
camera and managed capture this on the spur of the mo-
ment when there was a break in the clouds!  I know they 
are not masterpieces  like the WAG’s fabulous images, but 
at least I tried!!      Angela Stock-
bridge 

INDY’S SUMMER DOG BLOG  
 
West End in Summer is Best End. I 
just love it don’t you? The whole 
world and their dog are out on the 
green. Birds sing, the sun finally 
shines and no mud! I roll on the fresh-
ly cut grass and kick my legs in the air. 
 
Now, I know it’s hot and running    
naked in this warm weather is fun but 

you should always wear your collar or harness with your address 
but not your name because of all the dog thefts being reported 
across the UK at the moment. You can’t be too careful so make sure 
you brush up on your recall, always keep your family in sight and 
don’t talk to strangers or take treats from them. Being chipped is a 
great way to be identified if you get lost so make sure your family 
keeps the chip updated through your Vet. Some of my friends even 
wear trackers. (That is a GPS device attached to your collar). 
      Also watch out for those long training leads as my Nana and I 
were walking in Stoke Park when a beefy black Labrador puppy ran 
towards me catching the lead around his owner’s leg and broke her 
ankle. What a catastrophe that was! Nana said it wasn’t my fault as 
I was just running back to her on command. I felt bad though and 
sat very still whilst Nana helped the poor lady 
to a seat and called for help. 
      The other day when it was as hot and  
sunny Mummy washed all my toys and hung 
them out to dry. They took ages, but I was 
very patient and now I’m a bit worried that 
Mummy will hang me up by my ears next 
time I get washed. 
      As a special treat one Sunday evening my 
family and I strolled to the West End Sports 
and Social Club where we eat pizza from the 

Dough Shack, drank and 
watched the cricket.  
I enjoyed wandering around greeting people as 
they arrived (I think people appreciate a    
welcoming wag as it usually achieves a stroke 
and some kind words). After a busy time as 
maitre d (maitre dog of course) I stretched out 
under the table and waited for pizza to drop 
from above. Ahh Summer Sunday’s are the 
best! 
     Remember, if you see me out and about in 
West End don’t forget to stop and say 
hello.   

PHOTOGRAPHIC CORNER 

Above: Blue Tit fledglings. They flew on 2nd June. 
These lovely images were sent in by Don Tyzack. 

THE GREAT WEST END PICNIC  
The picnic was organised by members of the Cricket Club and took 
place on Sunday 30 May. It was well attended and included a 
softplay and games for children, a Raffle, the Club Bar and Gin Bar, 
a BBQ and the Dough Shack.  Cricketers and residents alike        
enjoyed the afternoon relaxing on the green in glorious sunshine! 
       Photo: Angela Stockbridge 

  COVID-19 UPDATE 
The persistence of the dreadful Covid-19 pandemic and       
latest Indian (Delta) variant has caused an increase in            
infections and prevented the proposed final easing of the  
3rd lockdown in England on 21st June.  As a result the           
Government has extended this date to 19th July.   
     Despite the extremely successful vaccine rollout and the  
reduction in hospital cases, numbers are once again on the 
rise and up to 17th June 42,460, 632 people have received 
the first dose and 30,988,467 the second dose.   
     Although we are all looking forward to a holiday in the 
sun trips abroad are still on a traffic light system with only a 
few countries on the green list, but in some cases even these 
are not accepting tourists from the UK! Travelling to      
countries on the amber or red lists is banned unless           
considered essential.  Many countries have strict quarantine 
and testing rules in place, not to mention the cost of Covid 
tests required before and after travelling and the requirement 
to isolate on return to the UK  in Government listed hotels at 
huge expense. There are several types of COVID-19 tests:            
molecular (PCR) test, antigen ("rapid") or lateral flow test, 
and an antibody (blood) test.  All 18-20 year olds are now 
being vaccinated in droves! However, vaccines have not yet 
been  approved for children under the age of 12. The       
Government is planning a booster campaign in the Autumn 
and is awaiting results of various trials.  
If you must travel abroad remember it is important to check 
the testing and quarantine requirements in both the  
destination country and on return before travelling!   
     Let’s hope that the surge in testing and vaccinating  
individuals allows the Government to relax the lockdown 
rules on 19th July once and for all!           Angela Stockbridge 

Above:  The first baby Robin 
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repairs to the revetment on the rifle range path for later in the 
summer. 
      The ponds are all in good condition and the heavy rain of the  
17-18th June is the signal for thousands of froglets and toadlets 
to leave the ponds and start their terrestrial lives. By the time 
you read this they will have dispersed but this annual migration 
can be quite a sight and make a bit of an obstacle course for 
walkers! 
      There has been an increase in Oak Processionary Moth 
(OPM) reports and activity on many of our sites, and I have 
seen some large nests on West End Common. The tiny hairs 
from the caterpillars can cause painful and long lasting rashes 
and residents are advised to be careful anywhere under oak trees 
and not to come into contact with the nests. We will continue to  
assess OPM occurrences and nests that are found in very high 
risk locations will be assessed for removal. Please consider long 
sleeved loose fitting clothing, and also that sun cream or other 
lotions can make the skin more sticky and make reactions 
worse. On the positive side this species has been followed into 
the country by species of parasitic flies which I have observed 
on West End Common laying eggs into the  
caterpillar’s nest. Also our bird species are learning to  
utilise this new food source.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hopefully this will result in a 
reduction of this species in the 
future. 
 
If you have any questions 
about the wildlife or the management of West End Common 
please get in touch.     Dave Page  

Countryside Estates Officer  
dpage@elmbridge.gov.uk 

BUTTONS & BOW Over 60s 
(The Busy Bees) 

“Here we go again, all good friends but missing the company”  
as the song goes!   
 
I can’t believe we are still unable to meet up on our Monday 
afternoons BUT it will happen soon, so chins up!  The main 
thing is we need to be Safe and Keep to the rules whatever they 
may be.   
     The speakers and entertainers that we had booked before 
lockdown are still going to be able to come along when the time 
arrives. 
 
If when reading this report you would like to know more about 
us, this is what we offer: 
Friendship, Entertainment, Speakers, Bingo, Raffle, Quizzes 
and a Lottery, not forgetting a coffee or tea with biscuits. 
 
We will also hopefully resume outings, lunches and holidays in 
due course.  Want to know more? 
 
Then please give me, Betty Bowpitt, 
a call on 01372 465937.   
I should love to hear from you, 
 
STAY SAFE and KEEP SMILING! 
 

Betty Bowpitt 

THE CERCLE FRANCAIS d’ESHER 

 

 

Year 2021-2022 will start on October 20th, 2021 either in the Village 
Hall or on Zoom depending on the Covid situation. 
 
In the meantime, the Cercle Français d’Esher, the Cercle d’Eastbourne 
and the Cercle of Nottingham have joined forces to offer on Zoom, on 
the 14th of July, a splendid celebration:  there will be the history of the 
14th of July, songs and fireworks.  All this to financially support a 
young couple with two children who have not had much work during 
the pandemic.  I realise that it is not a local event but it is something 
very worthwhile.  Do you think anyone would be interested to know 
about it?  As it will be on Zoom, we ask for a contribution of £5 per 
person. 
Please note the change to the meetings’ time, we start at 8 pm not 
8:15pm.  This applies for when we meet at the West End Village Hall.   
  

Anyone interested in joining should contact  
Mrs Brigitte Tiller:  brigitte@ptiller.com 

or visit our website : 
www.dontyzack.care4free.net/cercle.html  

         
  
 

Right: Oak Processionary 
Moth (Thaumetopoea 
processionea) nest on 
West End Common with a 
parasitic fly on the right 
of the caterpillars.  

An Annular Eclipse occurred on June 10, 2021, when the 
Moon passed between Earth and the Sun, thereby partly 
obscuring the image of the Sun for a viewer on Earth.  
During the eclipse, the Moon's apparent diameter was 
smaller than the Sun's, so it caused the Sun to look like an 
annulus (ring of fire).  
These images were taken on 10th June at 11.45am from my 
back garden of the partial eclipse. Completely unprepared 
because of the thick cloud cover, I rushed indoors to get my 
camera and managed capture this on the spur of the mo-
ment when there was a break in the clouds!  I know they 
are not masterpieces  like the WAG’s fabulous images, but 
at least I tried!!      Angela Stock-
bridge 

INDY’S SUMMER DOG BLOG  
 
West End in Summer is Best End. I 
just love it don’t you? The whole 
world and their dog are out on the 
green. Birds sing, the sun finally 
shines and no mud! I roll on the fresh-
ly cut grass and kick my legs in the air. 
 
Now, I know it’s hot and running    
naked in this warm weather is fun but 

you should always wear your collar or harness with your address 
but not your name because of all the dog thefts being reported 
across the UK at the moment. You can’t be too careful so make sure 
you brush up on your recall, always keep your family in sight and 
don’t talk to strangers or take treats from them. Being chipped is a 
great way to be identified if you get lost so make sure your family 
keeps the chip updated through your Vet. Some of my friends even 
wear trackers. (That is a GPS device attached to your collar). 
      Also watch out for those long training leads as my Nana and I 
were walking in Stoke Park when a beefy black Labrador puppy ran 
towards me catching the lead around his owner’s leg and broke her 
ankle. What a catastrophe that was! Nana said it wasn’t my fault as 
I was just running back to her on command. I felt bad though and 
sat very still whilst Nana helped the poor lady 
to a seat and called for help. 
      The other day when it was as hot and  
sunny Mummy washed all my toys and hung 
them out to dry. They took ages, but I was 
very patient and now I’m a bit worried that 
Mummy will hang me up by my ears next 
time I get washed. 
      As a special treat one Sunday evening my 
family and I strolled to the West End Sports 
and Social Club where we eat pizza from the 

Dough Shack, drank and 
watched the cricket.  
I enjoyed wandering around greeting people as 
they arrived (I think people appreciate a    
welcoming wag as it usually achieves a stroke 
and some kind words). After a busy time as 
maitre d (maitre dog of course) I stretched out 
under the table and waited for pizza to drop 
from above. Ahh Summer Sunday’s are the 
best! 
     Remember, if you see me out and about in 
West End don’t forget to stop and say 
hello.   

PHOTOGRAPHIC CORNER 

Above: Blue Tit fledglings. They flew on 2nd June. 
These lovely images were sent in by Don Tyzack. 

THE GREAT WEST END PICNIC  
The picnic was organised by members of the Cricket Club and took 
place on Sunday 30 May. It was well attended and included a 
softplay and games for children, a Raffle, the Club Bar and Gin Bar, 
a BBQ and the Dough Shack.  Cricketers and residents alike        
enjoyed the afternoon relaxing on the green in glorious sunshine! 
       Photo: Angela Stockbridge 

  COVID-19 UPDATE 
The persistence of the dreadful Covid-19 pandemic and       
latest Indian (Delta) variant has caused an increase in            
infections and prevented the proposed final easing of the  
3rd lockdown in England on 21st June.  As a result the           
Government has extended this date to 19th July.   
     Despite the extremely successful vaccine rollout and the  
reduction in hospital cases, numbers are once again on the 
rise and up to 17th June 42,460, 632 people have received 
the first dose and 30,988,467 the second dose.   
     Although we are all looking forward to a holiday in the 
sun trips abroad are still on a traffic light system with only a 
few countries on the green list, but in some cases even these 
are not accepting tourists from the UK! Travelling to      
countries on the amber or red lists is banned unless           
considered essential.  Many countries have strict quarantine 
and testing rules in place, not to mention the cost of Covid 
tests required before and after travelling and the requirement 
to isolate on return to the UK  in Government listed hotels at 
huge expense. There are several types of COVID-19 tests:            
molecular (PCR) test, antigen ("rapid") or lateral flow test, 
and an antibody (blood) test.  All 18-20 year olds are now 
being vaccinated in droves! However, vaccines have not yet 
been  approved for children under the age of 12. The       
Government is planning a booster campaign in the Autumn 
and is awaiting results of various trials.  
If you must travel abroad remember it is important to check 
the testing and quarantine requirements in both the  
destination country and on return before travelling!   
     Let’s hope that the surge in testing and vaccinating  
individuals allows the Government to relax the lockdown 
rules on 19th July once and for all!           Angela Stockbridge 

Above:  The first baby Robin 
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            VILLAGE CLUB SPECIAL 

            
                       WEST END MOTOR CLUB 

 
Tuesday morning coffee meetings 
 
Having spent the best part of a year under lock down, as rules 
relaxed it was time to use our classic cars again.  The regular 
Tuesday morning outings for drivers and cars are proving 
very popular.  As written before, we have been meeting at 
local cafes for morning coffee and a chat about progress or  
otherwise of maintenance work on our cars.  
 
 Recent meetings have been at Ryka’s Café, Denbies  
Vineyard and the Hogs Back Café.  Now that opening times 
have been extended to 6 days a week, we meet nowhere else than 
our own Village Social Club.  Our first meeting there  
attracted 12 classic cars and owners tempted by the best  
bacon rolls we have so far encountered in the course of our 
extensive survey.  We also went to the Saddlers Arms at Send 
on the last Sunday in April for the FBHVC Drive It Day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pocklington Memorial Rally 
Each year motor club members remember our dear friend Charles Pocklington by spending a few days away together and raising a 
glass to all our lost friends.  Last year’s rally was postponed due to covid, so we have carried forward our plan to visit and explore 

all things motoring around Wiltshire, no doubt sampling the local brew at our hostelry.  We 
intend visiting a car museum, testing our karting skills and re-enacting a historic hill climb.  
We hope to provide a full report for the next edition of Village News. 
 
Austin 7 Update 
In the last edition you may have seen my 1929 Fabric bodied saloon pictured on the back of 
a trailer on its way to a specialist in Kent for more than running repairs.  Well, all repairs 
have been completed and it has been trailed back to West End.  I’m glad to report that it is 
running well and is pictured here at Denbies Vineyard at a coffee morning meeting with its 
84 year young friend.  High speed isn’t a consideration with this old car which is at its  
happiest pottering around Surrey lanes rather than run the gauntlet of the A3 and other race 
tracks. 

Social Evenings A few of us meet at the village social club for a pint and natter every Thursday at about 8pm.  No need to be a 
classic car owner, or come in one, all  enthusiasts welcome.                                                               Text by Ken, Photos by Ken and Roger 

 

THE VILLAGE CLUB 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE VISIT THE 
WESSC  

WEBSITE FOR THE         
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

www.WESSC.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The club, like other sections, had a very 
disappointing autumn and winter due to lockdown. However, 
with the easing of lockdown and DEFRA restoring the general 
licence for pigeon racing, the season eventually started. Our first 
race was on May 1st and since then we have been able to race our 
birds every weekend. 

Our Secretary of long standing Allen Palmer, ably assisted 
these days by his daughter Abigail, has continued to race his 
birds regularly, gaining a good Federation position in a race 
from Honiton. We are all pleased that Allen is still competing 
regularly. 
We are now approaching the part of the season when the races 
get longer. Racing from France is still not possible so our long 
races are from Cornwall, culminating in a race from Sennen 
Cove which is a 250 mile fly that will test the birds stamina. 
 

Michael Charlton (Chairman) 

Mike’s MGA FBHVC Drive it Day 

Tony’s Jaguar 3.8 WESSC coffee meet 

   
 
 
 

           . 

WEST END GOLF  
SOCIETY  

Anyone wishing to join the 
WEGS can call 

 
Dave Morgan on   

07956 129987  
 or  

Allistar Goff  on   
07958 221566 

 
AFC West End Celebrate Football 

Pitch Funding Success 
 

£10,000 awarded to AFC WEST END to improve the quality of  
the football pitches on West End Common. 

 
AFC West End which has teams in the Guildford and Woking  
Alliance and Leatherhead Sunday Football Leagues has been  
awarded a grant of £10,000 from the Premier League, The FA and 
Government’s Football Foundation, to radically improve the pitches 
on West End Common, Esher.  
      The six-year tapered grant, part of the Foundation’s Grass Pitch 
Maintenance Fund, will be used to improve drainage, remove the 
weeds and top dress the playing surface. 
      The investment was provided following the completion of a 
pitch inspection using the Football Foundation’s specially  
developed app, PitchPower, which is a mobile tool used for  
assessing the quality of grass football pitches.  
      These grants are key to the Foundation’s aim to help create 
5,000 more quality pitches before the end of 2024, in line with the 
FA’s Grassroots Strategy. Alongside its PitchPower assessment 
tool, the Football Foundation has also created an online 
groundskeeping community called The Hive to provide expert  
support and advice to clubs. Anyone in Surrey can find out more 
and sign up at https://footballfoundation.org.uk/grass-pitch-
improvement  
 
Eric Strange, Chairman and Keith Harris, Secretary who negotiated 
the grant are thrilled at the award. “We will be much better prepared 
to get through any wet winters which have always been a challenge 
for us. We are used to losing so many games due to flooding and 
that also seems to encourage weeds and restrict the grass growing! 
We are really looking forward to seeing the playing surface improve 
over the coming years” commented Keith. 
      Robert Sullivan, Chief Executive of the Football Foundation, 
said: “This grant award to AFC West End towards improving 
the soccer pitches on the common is vital for the local  
community. Our Grass Pitch Maintenance Fund is supporting 
clubs across the country, helping them enhance and sustain 
their pitches to improve access to good quality facilities for 
grassroots players.” 
      “This is part of our wider ambition to get more people 
involved in football, regardless of their background, age or  
ability. By unlocking the power of pitches, we can help  
transform the lives of players and strengthen communities 
through the nation’s favourite game.” 
      The Grass Pitch Maintenance Fund provides eligible clubs and 
leagues with a tapered six-year grant to help them sustain pitches 
already at a 'good' level or higher and enhance pitches that are either 
considered 'poor' or 'basic'. 
      The grant comes as part of an investment of more than £16m 
that has been made available to help clubs prepare for the restart of 
grassroots football following the COVID-19 pandemic.  
      The Football Foundation is the UK’s largest sports charity and 
exists to improve the experience of playing football for everyone, 
by championing fair access to quality facilities.  

ENDS 
 
For more information, please contact: 
        Eric Strange at e.strange@sky.com or on 07831117755 
 
Notes to editors 
 
About the Grass Pitch Maintenance Fund 
Opened on 15 March as part of the Football Foundation’s ‘Game 
On’ campaign, this fund provides eligible leagues and organisations 
six-year tapered grants to improve the quality of grass pitches. These 
grants form a key part in the Foundation’s delivery of the FA’s 
Grassroots Strategy and its commitment to add at least 5000 quality 
pitches to the current number by 2024.  
 
The Football Foundation 
The Premier League, The FA and Government’s Football Founda-
tion is the largest sports charity in the UK.  It champions and sup-
ports fair access to quality football facilities for everyone, regardless 
of gender, race, disability or place. 
 
 

 
The Foundation receives money from the Premier League, The 
FA and the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, 
through Sport England.  This is matched with partnership  
funding and awarded as grants to create outstanding grassroots 
facilities that enable better games and attract more players,  
helping to transform communities. 
      Since 2000, it has awarded more than 17,600 grants to 
improve facilities worth more than £710m – including 942  
artificial grass pitches, 6,426 natural grass pitches and 1,200 
changing facilities.  This has attracted an additional £940m of 
partnership funding – totalling over £1.6bn investment in  
grassroots football so far. 
      Through the Foundation, the Premier League, The FA, 
DCMS and Sport England have come together to create the  
National Football Facilities Strategy (NFFS) that will guide 
work over the next 10 years to transform many more local  
facilities. Local Football Facility Plans (LFFP) are being created 
to identify priority projects where demand is greatest, and the 
impact will be strongest and help stimulate the action required to 
deliver them. 
 Visit footballfoundation.org.uk for more information on 

the Foundation. 
Eric Strange 

 

WEST END ESHER CRICKET CLUB 
 
  
Well, the sun shone brightly on our first ever West 
End Picnic event which proved very popular with 
the village and club members …..my thanks to the 

organisers Sinead and Gareth Bint, Helen Hambleton,  Helen 
Whincup and all the other members that helped on the day . 
     The Colts  cricket on Friday evenings  is proving 
more  popular than ever with over 120 children participating 
from the ages of 5years to 15 year olds. Our colts chairman     
Chris Hambleton has appointed a new head coach Imran 
Khan who has had a very positive affect on the way we         
organise and run our sessions along with encouraging more 
juniors down to join our club from Claremont school where 
he teaches. 
      We are running 2 senior sides on a Saturday and a strong 
Sunday XI every weekend with capacity to look to run         
another XI on the weekend as more and more players take up 
cricket once again and the clubs reputation carries on            
receiving good reviews! 
      Unfortunately due to Covid restrictions we are unable to 
run the traditional Party By The Pond event on the 
29th August this year, but we are planning a six aside  
tournament on the day followed by a small food and music 
festival in the evening …..keep the date free please with more 
news to follow! 

Mike Bacon ( Chairman WEECC)  www.weecc.co.uk 
 

A club and league record 2nd wicket partnership against Ewell 
CC ....players are Michael Macintosh and Gareth Hunter...  
Individual scores were 157 not out and 153 not... unbelievable 
cricket and put West End on the cricket map around the UK... 
 

THE VILLAGE CLUB SPECIAL
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weeds and top dress the playing surface. 
      The investment was provided following the completion of a 
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for us. We are used to losing so many games due to flooding and 
that also seems to encourage weeds and restrict the grass growing! 
We are really looking forward to seeing the playing surface improve 
over the coming years” commented Keith. 
      Robert Sullivan, Chief Executive of the Football Foundation, 
said: “This grant award to AFC West End towards improving 
the soccer pitches on the common is vital for the local  
community. Our Grass Pitch Maintenance Fund is supporting 
clubs across the country, helping them enhance and sustain 
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involved in football, regardless of their background, age or  
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transform the lives of players and strengthen communities 
through the nation’s favourite game.” 
      The Grass Pitch Maintenance Fund provides eligible clubs and 
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already at a 'good' level or higher and enhance pitches that are either 
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West End Village Hall

Ideal for children’s parties, meetings, 
functions and family occasions.
Adult parties strictly for Village 

Residents only by special arrangement.

Visit:  wevh.org or wevh.uk
Mail:  hirehall@wevh.uk

TO BOOK

THE GREAT WEST END PICNIC 

www.garsons.co.uk
01372 460181
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