


      We have already started the �³coffee mornings�´��and they will 
be held between 10.30-11.30 on the 2nd Wednesday of the 
month., alternating between Christ Church and St George�¶s.  
      We held our first �³Friends�´��coffee mornings at St George�¶s 
West End on Wednesday 
13th October and Wednesday 10th  
November.  We were offering  
coffee tea and cakes to anyone 
who wanted to join us, and on each 
occasion we were delighted to 
have about 12-13 people in total –
  all of whom enjoyed the freshly 
brewed coffee and home baked 
cakes. 
      It was a delight to welcome a 
mix of congregations from both 
CC and West End –��and actually 
manage to have a good conversa-
tion, something we don�¶t often 
have the chance to do after the services at the back of the 
church!  
We even had a passer-by pop in for a take away coffee.               
Everyone is welcome, so do drop in –��keep your eyes open for 
the banner on the fence reminding you of the dates. 
      Although it was our 13th annual Pet Service on Sunday 
17th October (we missed last year due to Covid) –��it was a first 
for Darren.  Until now they have all been held at St George�¶s in 
West End, but this year it was temporarily re-located to Christ 
Church. For the safety of owners as well as pets ( again due to 
Covid restrictions) -we decided that as Christ Church is much 
bigger, we could space people and animals at a sensible distance 
and also use separate doors to enter and exit. Fortunately there 
is ample parking and the green opposite was well placed for a 
pre-service �³comfort break�´��for the doggies!  
      Darren made some lovely changes to the service this            
year and we were supported with some very appropriate music 
and hymns chosen and played by Stuart.  
     There were around 30 people in the congregation –��but the 
key participants were 8 dogs, 2 cats and a rabbit, a few photo-
graphs of pets that were unable to attend�«��and a pet soft-toy 
snake! One cat was safely housed in it�¶s �³carrier�´��–��and the  
other was snuggled around it�¶s owner�¶s neck for the duration of 
the service! The service was joyful –��and all the animals were       
extremely well behaved –��and we are pleased to report that there 
were no �³accidents�´����Darren spent time moving around the 
church and blessing each one individually.  All the animals are 
always offered suitably chosen  �³treats�  ́ as they leave –��in the 
hope that they will remember the experience and want to come 
again next year. Meanwhile all the �³owners�´��were given a             
special laminated prayer card to take home and use as a prompt 
to remind us of how grateful we all are for the joy of having a 
pet.  
      Many people still watch the weekly Eucharist online. It is a 
lovely service –��with parishioners contributing to readings and 
intercessions together with some carefully chosen music pieces 
from Stuart Whatton, our Director of Music.  If you haven�¶t 
already done so –��do log on to the website 
 https://www.esherparish.org.uk/  and follow the links to watch 
and hear a service. In fact, you can also listen to the Music on 
the Green (MOTG) concerts, which are always a delight. There 
is lots going on�«�«����Keep well and keep safe. 

Andrea Lindow and Bridget Williams  
 
PLEASE CHECK  OUR WEBSITE AND FENCE NOTICES FOR 
UP TO DATE INFORMATION   
Website details: https://www.esherparish.org.uk 
Parish Secretary: Melanie Williams Tel: 01372 462282 Email: of-
fice@esherparish.org.uk 

ST GEORGE�¶S CHURCH, WEST END 
 
Gradually we have begun to resume �³Normal Services�´����When 
we re-opened in July, we were obliged to seat people suitably 
spaced apart –��with a maximum of abut 15-20 people in the 
church at one time which meant booking people in and allocat-
ing seats. Thank goodness things have improved. We continue 
to be cautious and so ask everyone to wear a mask, which in a 
small church is advisable, especially now that we are all able to 
be singing hymns again! But we are so pleased to be able to 
now welcome whoever turns up on a Sunday morning. Christ-
mas services will be minimal this year (see below for the ser-
vice schedule) as the church would need to be cleaned between 
each service, so for this year we will only be holding the Christ-
mas Morning Eucharist at 9am.  
      There will  be a Crib Service at Christ Church –��so do go 
there with your children and families –��and we hope to resume 
ours next year. Unfortunately for the same reasons the Village 
Carol Concert has been postponed –��but again, we very much 
hope that by this time next year our busy Christmas schedule 
will be re-instated. The good news however is that from January 
2022 we will be holding our 9am services EVERY Sunday –��
and we look forward to you coming along to join us. Many of 
us have been following the service with coffee in the Sports and 
Social Club afterwards –��you may have seen us take over the 
tables! 

 
The roof was repaired last year –��but renovations that are in the 
pipeline are: exterior painting (which will need the old paint 
removing first), a leak from the �³bell�´��tower, checking the elec-
trics and possible rewiring, and the floor needs checking out 
and then replaced with hopefully a �³wood�´��laminate finish. We 
will be seriously fund raising for all this work –��but in the 
meantime we are so very grateful to have had an amazing        
bequest from Richard Gale who, as many of you will know, 
lived in the village opposite the pond. These bequests are so 
vital to the upkeep of our local landmarks, so when we receive 
one we are always touched by people�¶s thoughtful generosity. 

. 
      
 
 

Christ Church and the PCC have recently launched a 
�³Friends�«���´��And you will see more about this in our Christmas 
Card pamphlet that will be being delivered to your home.  

Talking of                 
Christmas –��we have 
produced a lovely 
Christmas Card which 
you may have seen. 
Two versions of the 
same card –��one with a 
caption and one plain. 
They are sold in packs 
of 10 (same card) for 
£5. Profits will  go 
towards St George�¶s 
renovations.  
Contact Andrea or 
Bridget –��or  
available from the 
Parish Office (details 
at the bottom of the 
page). 

Coffee 
Morning at 
St. George�¶s 
 

THE ACT OF REMEMBRANCE  AT ESHER WAR MEMORIAL  

Above centre:  Music Director, Stuart Whatton, with the Choir and far left, 
trumpeter, Will O�¶Brien.  Below left: The Standard Bearers, Esher District 
Brownies, Rainbows, Guides and the Surbiton and Esher Air Cadets line the 
church pathway.  Top right: Peter Bedford and fellow representatives of the Air 
Cadets.  West End organisations laying wreaths for the West End were the 
Sports & Social Club Chairman, Roger Newman (above left), Caroline Thyer 
for the Winterdown WI, Don Elms for Ember Manor Lodge and Margaret Dane 
for Village News.                       Photos: Angela Stockbridge 

COVID -19 NEW VARIANT  (OMICRON)  UPDATE 
A new COVID variant  spreading through southern African           
countries is causing a great deal of concern worldwide. Cases have 
been identified in South Africa, Holland, Botswana, Belgium, Hong 
Kong, Israel and the UK.  The Government has acted quickly adding 10 
countries to the red list,  banning flights to and from South Africa and 
surrounding countries. Arrivals in UK will be required to quarantine for 
10 days.  Face masks will once again be compulsory both in shops and 
on public transport. The variant - called B.1.1.529 - has a "very unusual 
constellation" of mutations, which is very alarming because they could 
help it evade the body's immune response and make it more transmissi-
ble.  
      Europe is experiencing a serious increase in Covid infections.    
Austria, Holland and Germany and many other countries have recently 
confirmed cases leading to further lockdowns and travel bans.             
Thousands of demonstrators protesting against restrictions both in the 
UK and Europe and are being influenced by misinformation circulating 
on the internet. Many refuse to be vaccinated.  Controversial Vaccine 
Passports have been introduced in Scotland for large events and other 
countries are also considering introducing these.    In the UK the (third 
dose) or Covid booster and Flu vaccinations are being rolled out at 
speed and people are being urged to come forward for vaccination.   
       At the time of going to print, confirmed Covid cases in UK have 
reached over 9.97m and in excess of 144k deaths have been recorded.  
Over 46k people have received the second dose and 16k have had the 
booster.  In the meantime stay safe and heed the Government�¶s  
latest advice: In the interests of everyone�¶s health and well being 
please get vaccinated as soon as you can!                Angela Stockbridge 

  
WEST END BRIDGE CLUB 

 
We are a small club which meets every 
Tuesday afternoon in the Village Hall.   
 
We play friendly bridge and new         
members are very welcome. We are not too 
competitive and members enjoy a pleasant 
afternoon with like-minded people.  

  
Anyone interested requiring more information 
should contact Sandra Elms on 01372 466433 
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The evening 
ended with     
refreshments and 
a delicious cake 
made by Ann 
Tennant to      
celebrate five 
birthdays of    
people born under 
the sign of          
Scorpio. 
 
 

Please come and visit us. We are a very friendly group and we 
still meet on the first Thursday of the month at 8pm in the     
Village Hall.                                                             Caroline Thyer 

WINTERDOWN WI  
We are pleased to report that the monthly meet-
ings continue to go ahead. We have been lucky 
to have speakers to inform and entertain us over 
the past few months and they said how pleased they were to 
be able to visit the WIs in person again.  
Michelle came to talk about the charity ‘’Look good, feeling 
better” this is a charitable organisation to help people recover 
from cancer and other life changing treatments by providing 
help and advice on such things as hair, skin and nail care. 
Russell George gave a very interesting and illustrated account 
of the walk he undertook from John O’Groats to Land’s End. 
This was a project he commenced after being made redundant. 
His journey took him 52 days and he raised a lot of money for 
a cancer charity. 
Several members went to the Riverhouse Barn to see an           
Exhibition called “Catching the light” where local artists had 

displayed their 
work in various 
mediums and it 
was interesting 
to see people’s 
interpretation 
of the theme. 
Other members 
met at Wisley 
for a walk and 
to see the          
autumn tints. 
  
 

A stop at the café provided a chance to 
have a welcome cup of tea and they were 
joined by an unexpected visitor ,,,,, 
This Great Tit was obviously used to           
sharing people’s lunch! 
 
In early September when the weather was 
still warm several members went to the Blue Diamond garden 
centre and restaurant/café for lunch. It was a very relaxed 
time, the staff were friendly and helpful, and we all enjoyed 
the food and ambiance.  
     There was a chance to meet up for a walk at Painshill and a 
few people did this. One member had not been before and 
thoroughly enjoyed the scenery. 

   
Sue Dane 
enjoying her 
first visit to 
Painshill  
 
Photos by Ann 
Tennant and 
Micki Scales. 
 
 
 
 
 
‘ 
 

Our annual meeting was held in November. It was the usual 
mix of WI business and the more formal business of the An-
nual Meeting when the Committee and President are elected 
for the next year. The secretary reported on the activities and 
achievements of the past year and the President paid tribute to        
everyone who had helped Winterdown WI to run so smoothly. 
As a bit of light relief the members had been asked to bring 
something which they had grown in their garden that year. 
The result was a table full of colour which was remarkable for 
November. 
  

The table 
full of  
colour—
remarkable for 
November! 

 DECORATIVE POSTBOX ‘TOPPERS’ 

These intricately crocheted postbox ‘toppers’ were spotted in Byfleet 
and Hersham respectively.  The Fireman was raising money for the 
repair of Byfleet Fire Station and the Beehive was opposite St Peter’s 
Church in Hersham.  How talented the ladies are to make such works 
of art!  The Beehive represented  
#RandomActsofCrochet/Kindness and #SpreadaLittleHappiness 
 

Angela Stockbridge 

PHOTOGRAPHIC CORNER 

Above left:  
A Jackdaw overseeing 
his territory 
 
Left:  
Beautiful autumnal  
colours in Great  
Ridings Wood,  
East Horsley.       
 
 
 
 
 
 Photos: Don Tyzack 
 
 

B & B IN THE VILLAGE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bed & Breakfast available. All rooms are double 
bedrooms, made up of king size, and super king 
beds. The superking can be divided into 2 single 
beds. All rooms have en-suites and also tea and              
coffee making facilities, mini fridge with water/

juices  provided. Virgin cable TV and WIFI.   

A maximum of two adults and 3 children per room.   

A warm welcome awaits you. For further infor-
mation call Edwina Halanen  (West End Lane)  

on  07721 091184.  

‘THE POUND’ FLOWER MEADOW  
(Corner of Hawkshill Way/West End Lane) 

 
Following the clearance of the ground on The Pound, I am de-
lighted to say I have had some cash donations which has ena-
bled me to employ Muddy Buddies to clear and clean more of 
the area giving us much more space to scatter our seeds to en-
courage a meadow.  Cherry Shed have also offered free advice 
and help.  If you have already scattered seeds I am sure they 
will not be disturbed too much.  In the meantime, hold fire until 
after the clean up.  I will put a post on  Facebook’s West End 
Community page,,  Please contact me, if you wish to donate 
seeds for me to scatter. 
Thank you to Nicolas and Lincoln for all your help. 

email: aliceandbryan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Two local lads,  
Nicolas and Lincoln, 
keenly helping    
Alice to clear The 
Pound.  

 
 Alice Austin      
 

 
 

FILMING IN WEST END 
 
 
 

You may have noticed a film crew parked along 
West End Lane during November.    
Apparently they were filming an ITV drama 
called          
 ‘A Spy Amongst Friends’ - I am sure we will 
hear more about it in due course.                              
   
 
 
    Angela Stockbridge 
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     THE VILLAGE CLUB SPECIAL THE VILLAGE CLUB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE VISIT THE 

WESSC  
WEBSITE FOR THE         

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
www.WESSC.org 

 

   
 
 
 

           . 

WEST END GOLF  
SOCIETY  

Anyone wishing to join the 
WEGS can call 

 
Dave Morgan on   

07956 129987  
 or  

Allistar Goff  on   
07958 221566 

 WEST END  
MOTOR CLUB 

 
In the last issue of Village News, we  reported before 

leaving for our   annual Pocklington Rally. This is in memory of Charles 
Pocklington and in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support, but not held in 2020 
due to the latest plagues, (leaving aside wokeness and the ECB). 
      A large contingent of seven classic cars and eleven intrepid members 
braved the 9am sunshine to depart Claremont Avenue for Wiltshire,       
fortified by coffee and buns from Eileen and other members of the distaff          
brigade.  

 
 After a splendid drive 
following Roger Brown’s 
detailed road book, taking 
in a coffee stop at            
Blackbushe airport,           
involving hot chocolate 
and aircraft recognition 
tests, followed by lunch at 
a pre-arranged hostelry 
The Roebuck in         
Marlborough, we arrived 
at the Atwell-Wilson  
motor museum in Calne. 
This interrupted their 

AGM which was judged more boring than our convoy. Much of interest 
was inspected and, if in the area, it is a recommended visit. Much tea and 
cake consumed before again  taking to the back roads so the, by now        
fractured, convoy could reconvene at The Lamb Inn Hindon in good time 
for dinner. 
      This ancient coaching establishment is now under the cloak of Messrs 
Youngs, of brewery fame and, with certain reservations, made an           
excellent base for the weekend’s jollies. Our whole programme this year 
was put together by Bob Thompson with help from Roger Brown and Jon 
Ager, to whom our sincere thanks. 
Friday’s sunshine brought a visit to the Haynes Motor Museum and       
Go-Kart track at Sparkford. All but the frailest took part in a practice  
session followed by a full blown race. This was rightly won by Bob with 
plenty of coming together in the chicane and not a few minor bruised ribs. 
Lunch was taken in the Museum café and the huge and eclectic collection 
well viewed. At this point it was discovered that the front tyres of a          

certain member’s car had            
succumbed to poor              
tracking rather than fierce             
driving, and were danger-
ously bald. Said chariot 
was left in the tender care 
of the Museum to be col-
lected by the get-u-home 
service, its driver seeking 
the company of a two-
seater with only one               
occupant. Such are the 
excitements of old car  

 
 
forays. Our excellent evening curry was taken in Shaftesbury after beer in 
the Mitre and inspections of ‘Hovis’ Hill. 
 
Rising for a full English saw Saturday morning begin a full day of explo-
ration of the area returning via the Wylye valley. We visited another air-
field, the    Compton Abbas with café, which involved an exhilarating   
       

unofficial ascent of the historic Zig Zag Hillclimb. A search for fuel 
and excessive traffic around Wilton led to unplanned visits to the 
outskirts of Salisbury. Efficient map reading allowed us still to be on 
time at Steeple              
Langford for a pre-
arranged pub lunch at 
The Rainbow on the 
Lake, such lake being 
hidden by trees. 
Shortage of staff meant 
that refreshments were 
somewhat delayed, the 
interim being used to 
guess which bit of 
grass the automated 
lawn-mower would 
choose next, whilst 
bets were taken on whose table leg 
would eventually trap the beast! 
The afternoon saw a trip 
up the beautiful Wylye 
valley, collecting tins 
being shaken at                 
anything that moved or 
seemed likely to            
contribute to the cause.        
At a substantial dinner 
that evening the results  
were announced,      
Ken & Geoff in the 
Morgan taking the 
‘Over The Top’ trophy, 
before liquid                    
refreshment coupled 
with the fresh air indicated an early ascent of the little hill to                 
Bedfordshire! 
      A fine Sunday morning saw our explorers  return home safely by 
various routes, some road works occasioning vast detours. Later the 
abandoned vehicle at Sparkford was quickly returned to its keeper to 
be fettled and provided with brand new boots. 
      The evening of 18th November in the upper club room of the  
Village Club gave all participants and partners a slide and movie 
show of the event, together with presentation of the Awards. The sum 
of £400 was handed to Eileen for transmission to Macmillan.  
 
I would like to give the West End Motor Club a big big thank 
you for raising money again for Macmillan Cancer Support. 
At present the total sum donated over the years is an amazing 
over £25,000 - a wonderful way to remember Charles. Thank 

you all so much. Eileen 
       
Our Tuesday morning coffee 
meetings at the Village Club Café        
continue throughout the Winter 
and the photo shows some of the 
cars at a recent meeting. All are 
welcome to introduce themselves 
and chat about things mechanical 
and topical. 

Report David Rolfe 
Photos: Eric Strange and  

Roger Brown 

Blackbushe Bacon! 

Compton Abbas Airfield 

Ready to Race 

Bob’s Austin 7 Coupe ‘paddling 

Above: ‘Coffee cars’    

EMBER MANOR LODGE 
 

It is three hours to the deadline for copy for this edition of the Village 
News, the Editor in on my case. It is at times like this that I develop the 
utmost admiration for professional journalists – even if they sometimes 
make me spit feathers!  To have to produce copy day in, day out, is a 
skill I am sure I don’t possess and would have the utmost difficulty in 
developing – the flip side is that most journalists wouldn’t be success-
ful fruit and vegetable growers. 
      So here we are, two and half hours to the deadline – how did that 
happen; and I volunteered to do this because I wanted you all to know 
that Ember Manor Lodge is still alive and kicking.  I wish I could        
report that we were back to situation normal but that is not the case, we 
are still feeling the effects of the Covid lockdown and the continuing 
threat, particularly to the vulnerable; not all our members are happy to 
join in physical meetings yet. 
      Armistice Sunday did see four members of the Lodge at the War 
Memorial on Esher Green, all of an age to remember the last World 
War but too young to have been involved in any fighting. We had been 
lucky enough to dodge the doodlebugs.  One of those members attend-
ed was on his way to hospital for a top-up of intravenous antibiotics; he 
had been a career merchant seaman and certainly epitomise those who, 
before him, had given their lives that we might be free.   
After a gap of 18 months, March 2020 until October 2021, we held our 
first post pandemic Lodge meeting.  It was a joy to see our friends in 
the flesh, as it were, rather than on Zoom, which had been our lifeline 
over all those months. The meeting didn’t run smoothly as we had 
hoped.  Due to an unforeseen mishap, we were not able to use the         
Village Hall but were extremely grateful that we were able to decamp 
to the meeting room in the Sports and Social Club – our thanks to all 
those who assisted us in that endeavour. 
     This first meeting was quickly followed by another in November as 
a prelude to making one of our newer members a Master Mason.   This, 
all being well, will happen on Monday 29th November.  There were no 
unforeseen mishaps this time but on our visit to the Club after our 
meeting we was entertained by the musicians and singers, a delight we 
had also missed over those 18 barren months. 
Ember Manor members have been able, in our own small way, to main-
tain our fund raising for charitable purposes.  The Masonic Charitable 
Foundation, the over-all Masonic Charity in England and Wales which, 
contrary to popular belief, supports the deserving from all sectors of 
our community and not only Freemasons, has dispensed some £4.7 
million to individuals and communities struggling through the impact 
of the Covid-19 pandemic, including some £340 thousands in Surrey. 
      Still ten minutes to the editorial deadline, I must start my next re-
port rather earlier – if I am foolish enough, or indeed allowed, to volun-
teer again.  I hope by then the World will have returned to some form 
of normality which will leave we journalists very little to write about – 
but don’t despair we will find something to say. 

Derek Richardson - Past Master, Ember Manor Lodge 4740 

LOCAL GIRLS’ SUCCESS 
After a long summer working in WESSC bar personnel Alice Jenkins 
and Amelia Histon-Alvey have now begun student life at Edinburgh 
University.  Both begun their intrepid journey to Edinburgh starting 
their career at the village nursery, West End Playgroup. 

 

 

 

 AFC WESTEND 
 
Hi everyone, a quick resume from the village football 
section and hope that this finds you are all well and 
surviving the stresses and strains of our current     
climate. 

After the recent blip we had with our home Westend pitch being 
flooded, we have since then seen a remarkable spell of dry weather 
and this has allowed us to get back playing our games on the common 
once again, the lads and management team are really ecstatic about 
this and long may it continue as there is nothing worse for the club to 
have to play our home fixtures at another ground and certainly not the 
best scenario for any of our teams to have to put up with. 
So, as I have said, this is just a very quick update to let you know 
how our Saturday side and Sunday sides are doing in their respective 
leagues. 
AFC WESTEND SATURDAY 
Our Saturday side didn’t get off to the best start in the Guildford & 
Woking Alliance League and are currently sitting  in 9th position, the 
good news is that they won their second game last Saturday when 
they beat Chertsey Old Salesians by 3 – 2, however, despite their 
unpredictable start to the campaign, team manager Joe Gillott thinks 
the team can improve their overall position after drafting in some new 
players to strengthen the squad and they are hoping to pick up anoth-
er 3 points this Saturday 27th when they are at home to Surrey Dyna-
mos FC with a 2pm kick off. 
AFC WESTEND SUNDAY 
The Sunday team under the managership of George Nixey have had a 
really good start to their season despite losing a couple of early 
games, they have now picked themselves up and have convincingly 
won their last 3 games, 2 of these wins have seen them progress to 
the 3rd round of the Surrey County Cup after beating a side on Sunday 
21st November who play  their football 2 leagues above them, they 
were drawing 1 – 1 at the end of normal time and then won a thrilling 
penalty shootout which saw them run out eventual winners by 4 – 2 
on the day, they are currently lying in a comfortable 5th place in Divi-
sion 5 of the Leatherhead & District Sunday League. The Sunday 
team are away this weekend 27th November to Alfletico Madrid. 
AFC WESTEND JAGUARS 
Our other Sunday side, known as AFC Westend Jaguars are under the 
guidance of Raff Federico and are in Division 8 of the Leatherhead & 
District Sunday League, they are currently in 4th place in their respec-
tive league with games in hand on the league leaders and again have 
had a really impressive start to their season, so far in the league, they 
have won 2, drawn 1 and lost 1, last Sunday they played in a 2nd 
round Surrey County Cup match and despite getting a creditable 2 – 2 
draw against a very good side they eventually lost the game 4 -2 on 
penalties. The Jags are playing at home this Sunday 27th November 
with an 11am kick off.  
So there we are, a very quick update on your local football club news, 
let’s hope that all our teams at AFC WESTEND can now push on 
further and bring some much needed success in the second half of the 
season to our wonderful village. 
 
Finally, on behalf of all the Management Team and players may 
we wish you all a very Happy Christmas and all best wishes for 
the New Year 2022, Eric, Keith, George, Jake, Joe, Raff and 
Alex, Cheers everyone.                             Keith Harris 

Above left: Alice and Amelia at West End Playgroup in c.2005  
and right, in Halls at Edinburgh!                 Article and photos:  

Richard Jenkins 

CLUB CAFÉ  
 
Club Cafe has been testing a Friday Evening themed supper 
menu and by all accounts, it has been a raving success. 
Tappas was top of my list, but Greek and Mexican themes 
went down a bomb! Linda's menus have proved to be a great 
hit and Friday evenings, complete with Richard's putting for 
cash has really had the club buzzing!  
 
Don't forget that until Christmas Club Cafe has later opening 
times and it is just the place to enjoy a festive season lunch. 
Linda, George, Tom, Lukasz and the team are looking forward 
to serving you. Booking for lunches recommended. 
 
Eric Strange 
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     THE VILLAGE CLUB SPECIAL THE VILLAGE CLUB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE VISIT THE 

WESSC  
WEBSITE FOR THE         

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
www.WESSC.org 

 

   
 
 
 

           . 

WEST END GOLF  
SOCIETY  

Anyone wishing to join the 
WEGS can call 

 
Dave Morgan on   

07956 129987  
 or  

Allistar Goff  on   
07958 221566 

 WEST END  
MOTOR CLUB 

 
In the last issue of Village News, we  reported before 

leaving for our   annual Pocklington Rally. This is in memory of Charles 
Pocklington and in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support, but not held in 2020 
due to the latest plagues, (leaving aside wokeness and the ECB). 
      A large contingent of seven classic cars and eleven intrepid members 
braved the 9am sunshine to depart Claremont Avenue for Wiltshire,       
fortified by coffee and buns from Eileen and other members of the distaff          
brigade.  

 
 After a splendid drive 
following Roger Brown’s 
detailed road book, taking 
in a coffee stop at            
Blackbushe airport,           
involving hot chocolate 
and aircraft recognition 
tests, followed by lunch at 
a pre-arranged hostelry 
The Roebuck in         
Marlborough, we arrived 
at the Atwell-Wilson  
motor museum in Calne. 
This interrupted their 

AGM which was judged more boring than our convoy. Much of interest 
was inspected and, if in the area, it is a recommended visit. Much tea and 
cake consumed before again  taking to the back roads so the, by now        
fractured, convoy could reconvene at The Lamb Inn Hindon in good time 
for dinner. 
      This ancient coaching establishment is now under the cloak of Messrs 
Youngs, of brewery fame and, with certain reservations, made an           
excellent base for the weekend’s jollies. Our whole programme this year 
was put together by Bob Thompson with help from Roger Brown and Jon 
Ager, to whom our sincere thanks. 
Friday’s sunshine brought a visit to the Haynes Motor Museum and       
Go-Kart track at Sparkford. All but the frailest took part in a practice  
session followed by a full blown race. This was rightly won by Bob with 
plenty of coming together in the chicane and not a few minor bruised ribs. 
Lunch was taken in the Museum café and the huge and eclectic collection 
well viewed. At this point it was discovered that the front tyres of a          

certain member’s car had            
succumbed to poor              
tracking rather than fierce             
driving, and were danger-
ously bald. Said chariot 
was left in the tender care 
of the Museum to be col-
lected by the get-u-home 
service, its driver seeking 
the company of a two-
seater with only one               
occupant. Such are the 
excitements of old car  

 
 
forays. Our excellent evening curry was taken in Shaftesbury after beer in 
the Mitre and inspections of ‘Hovis’ Hill. 
 
Rising for a full English saw Saturday morning begin a full day of explo-
ration of the area returning via the Wylye valley. We visited another air-
field, the    Compton Abbas with café, which involved an exhilarating   
       

unofficial ascent of the historic Zig Zag Hillclimb. A search for fuel 
and excessive traffic around Wilton led to unplanned visits to the 
outskirts of Salisbury. Efficient map reading allowed us still to be on 
time at Steeple              
Langford for a pre-
arranged pub lunch at 
The Rainbow on the 
Lake, such lake being 
hidden by trees. 
Shortage of staff meant 
that refreshments were 
somewhat delayed, the 
interim being used to 
guess which bit of 
grass the automated 
lawn-mower would 
choose next, whilst 
bets were taken on whose table leg 
would eventually trap the beast! 
The afternoon saw a trip 
up the beautiful Wylye 
valley, collecting tins 
being shaken at                 
anything that moved or 
seemed likely to            
contribute to the cause.        
At a substantial dinner 
that evening the results  
were announced,      
Ken & Geoff in the 
Morgan taking the 
‘Over The Top’ trophy, 
before liquid                    
refreshment coupled 
with the fresh air indicated an early ascent of the little hill to                 
Bedfordshire! 
      A fine Sunday morning saw our explorers  return home safely by 
various routes, some road works occasioning vast detours. Later the 
abandoned vehicle at Sparkford was quickly returned to its keeper to 
be fettled and provided with brand new boots. 
      The evening of 18th November in the upper club room of the  
Village Club gave all participants and partners a slide and movie 
show of the event, together with presentation of the Awards. The sum 
of £400 was handed to Eileen for transmission to Macmillan.  
 
I would like to give the West End Motor Club a big big thank 
you for raising money again for Macmillan Cancer Support. 
At present the total sum donated over the years is an amazing 
over £25,000 - a wonderful way to remember Charles. Thank 

you all so much. Eileen 
       
Our Tuesday morning coffee 
meetings at the Village Club Café        
continue throughout the Winter 
and the photo shows some of the 
cars at a recent meeting. All are 
welcome to introduce themselves 
and chat about things mechanical 
and topical. 

Report David Rolfe 
Photos: Eric Strange and  

Roger Brown 

Blackbushe Bacon! 

Compton Abbas Airfield 

Ready to Race 

Bob’s Austin 7 Coupe ‘paddling 

Above: ‘Coffee cars’    

EMBER MANOR LODGE 
 

It is three hours to the deadline for copy for this edition of the Village 
News, the Editor in on my case. It is at times like this that I develop the 
utmost admiration for professional journalists – even if they sometimes 
make me spit feathers!  To have to produce copy day in, day out, is a 
skill I am sure I don’t possess and would have the utmost difficulty in 
developing – the flip side is that most journalists wouldn’t be success-
ful fruit and vegetable growers. 
      So here we are, two and half hours to the deadline – how did that 
happen; and I volunteered to do this because I wanted you all to know 
that Ember Manor Lodge is still alive and kicking.  I wish I could        
report that we were back to situation normal but that is not the case, we 
are still feeling the effects of the Covid lockdown and the continuing 
threat, particularly to the vulnerable; not all our members are happy to 
join in physical meetings yet. 
      Armistice Sunday did see four members of the Lodge at the War 
Memorial on Esher Green, all of an age to remember the last World 
War but too young to have been involved in any fighting. We had been 
lucky enough to dodge the doodlebugs.  One of those members attend-
ed was on his way to hospital for a top-up of intravenous antibiotics; he 
had been a career merchant seaman and certainly epitomise those who, 
before him, had given their lives that we might be free.   
After a gap of 18 months, March 2020 until October 2021, we held our 
first post pandemic Lodge meeting.  It was a joy to see our friends in 
the flesh, as it were, rather than on Zoom, which had been our lifeline 
over all those months. The meeting didn’t run smoothly as we had 
hoped.  Due to an unforeseen mishap, we were not able to use the         
Village Hall but were extremely grateful that we were able to decamp 
to the meeting room in the Sports and Social Club – our thanks to all 
those who assisted us in that endeavour. 
     This first meeting was quickly followed by another in November as 
a prelude to making one of our newer members a Master Mason.   This, 
all being well, will happen on Monday 29th November.  There were no 
unforeseen mishaps this time but on our visit to the Club after our 
meeting we was entertained by the musicians and singers, a delight we 
had also missed over those 18 barren months. 
Ember Manor members have been able, in our own small way, to main-
tain our fund raising for charitable purposes.  The Masonic Charitable 
Foundation, the over-all Masonic Charity in England and Wales which, 
contrary to popular belief, supports the deserving from all sectors of 
our community and not only Freemasons, has dispensed some £4.7 
million to individuals and communities struggling through the impact 
of the Covid-19 pandemic, including some £340 thousands in Surrey. 
      Still ten minutes to the editorial deadline, I must start my next re-
port rather earlier – if I am foolish enough, or indeed allowed, to volun-
teer again.  I hope by then the World will have returned to some form 
of normality which will leave we journalists very little to write about – 
but don’t despair we will find something to say. 

Derek Richardson - Past Master, Ember Manor Lodge 4740 

LOCAL GIRLS’ SUCCESS 
After a long summer working in WESSC bar personnel Alice Jenkins 
and Amelia Histon-Alvey have now begun student life at Edinburgh 
University.  Both begun their intrepid journey to Edinburgh starting 
their career at the village nursery, West End Playgroup. 

 

 

 

 AFC WESTEND 
 
Hi everyone, a quick resume from the village football 
section and hope that this finds you are all well and 
surviving the stresses and strains of our current     
climate. 

After the recent blip we had with our home Westend pitch being 
flooded, we have since then seen a remarkable spell of dry weather 
and this has allowed us to get back playing our games on the common 
once again, the lads and management team are really ecstatic about 
this and long may it continue as there is nothing worse for the club to 
have to play our home fixtures at another ground and certainly not the 
best scenario for any of our teams to have to put up with. 
So, as I have said, this is just a very quick update to let you know 
how our Saturday side and Sunday sides are doing in their respective 
leagues. 
AFC WESTEND SATURDAY 
Our Saturday side didn’t get off to the best start in the Guildford & 
Woking Alliance League and are currently sitting  in 9th position, the 
good news is that they won their second game last Saturday when 
they beat Chertsey Old Salesians by 3 – 2, however, despite their 
unpredictable start to the campaign, team manager Joe Gillott thinks 
the team can improve their overall position after drafting in some new 
players to strengthen the squad and they are hoping to pick up anoth-
er 3 points this Saturday 27th when they are at home to Surrey Dyna-
mos FC with a 2pm kick off. 
AFC WESTEND SUNDAY 
The Sunday team under the managership of George Nixey have had a 
really good start to their season despite losing a couple of early 
games, they have now picked themselves up and have convincingly 
won their last 3 games, 2 of these wins have seen them progress to 
the 3rd round of the Surrey County Cup after beating a side on Sunday 
21st November who play  their football 2 leagues above them, they 
were drawing 1 – 1 at the end of normal time and then won a thrilling 
penalty shootout which saw them run out eventual winners by 4 – 2 
on the day, they are currently lying in a comfortable 5th place in Divi-
sion 5 of the Leatherhead & District Sunday League. The Sunday 
team are away this weekend 27th November to Alfletico Madrid. 
AFC WESTEND JAGUARS 
Our other Sunday side, known as AFC Westend Jaguars are under the 
guidance of Raff Federico and are in Division 8 of the Leatherhead & 
District Sunday League, they are currently in 4th place in their respec-
tive league with games in hand on the league leaders and again have 
had a really impressive start to their season, so far in the league, they 
have won 2, drawn 1 and lost 1, last Sunday they played in a 2nd 
round Surrey County Cup match and despite getting a creditable 2 – 2 
draw against a very good side they eventually lost the game 4 -2 on 
penalties. The Jags are playing at home this Sunday 27th November 
with an 11am kick off.  
So there we are, a very quick update on your local football club news, 
let’s hope that all our teams at AFC WESTEND can now push on 
further and bring some much needed success in the second half of the 
season to our wonderful village. 
 
Finally, on behalf of all the Management Team and players may 
we wish you all a very Happy Christmas and all best wishes for 
the New Year 2022, Eric, Keith, George, Jake, Joe, Raff and 
Alex, Cheers everyone.                             Keith Harris 

Above left: Alice and Amelia at West End Playgroup in c.2005  
and right, in Halls at Edinburgh!                 Article and photos:  

Richard Jenkins 

CLUB CAFÉ  
 
Club Cafe has been testing a Friday Evening themed supper 
menu and by all accounts, it has been a raving success. 
Tappas was top of my list, but Greek and Mexican themes 
went down a bomb! Linda's menus have proved to be a great 
hit and Friday evenings, complete with Richard's putting for 
cash has really had the club buzzing!  
 
Don't forget that until Christmas Club Cafe has later opening 
times and it is just the place to enjoy a festive season lunch. 
Linda, George, Tom, Lukasz and the team are looking forward 
to serving you. Booking for lunches recommended. 
 
Eric Strange 
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PUMPKIN FUN ON HALLOWEEN! 
 
Above: The pumpkin heads of the Six Wives of Henry VIII at Hampton Court! 
Right: An Owl and Witches Cauldron - sculpted Pumpkin designs by the Stockbridge 
family.                Angela Stockbridge 

VILLAGE NEWS  WEST END    
Please make a diary note of the copy 

dates for the next two editions 
SPRING 2022:  Friday 18th March by 

1.00pm 
SUMMER 2022: Friday 22nd July by 

1pm 
  Please contact Angela Stockbridge   

Email:  
angelastockridge1115@gmail.com   

07817 498531 or 01372 460703  
The Village News is supported by local 

organisations including: West End       
Village Club, West End Motor Club, the 

West End Village Show Committee,  
Garsons, Winterdown WI, the late               

Richard Gale, West End Village Hall 
Committee,  

the former West End Residents’  
Association, Advertisers and personal  

donations. Please note the newsletter can 
also be found on Garsons website 

www.garsons/Community Page,  
www.AFC Westend website and the 

West End  
Facebook Group. 

 Printed by 
 Impress Print Services, Hersham 
We thank you all for your           

continued support. 

www.garsons.co.uk
01372 460181

www.garsons.co.ukwww.garsons.co.uk
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